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India, China to take up ‘coordinated patrolling’

Agreement limited to Depsang and Demchok,
with disengagement to be completed this month

GS Paper Il:
gindia-China

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

undertake “coordinat-

ed patrolling” in Dep-
sang and Demchok along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Eastern Ladakh to
avoid face-offs, as disen-
gagement in both areas
was expected to be com-
pleted by October 29, Ar-
my sources said. They ad-
ded that the patrols were
set to resume by the
“month-end”.

As per an official source,
it had been agreed that
Chinese patrols would be
allowed in Yangste, Aruna-
chal Pradesh “as before
and not be blocked”.

Army sources said the
disengagement was ex-
pected to be completed by
October 29, with a return
to the pre-April 2020 situa-
tion, and patrols resuming
after that.

“A general framework
agreement was concluded
first at the diplomatic level
and subsequently, a de-
tailed agreement outlining
the modalities of disen-
gagement as well the pa-

l ndia and China would

trolling was concluded at
the Corps Commander le-
vel on Monday,” the sourc-
es said on Friday.

The current agreement
pertained to only Depsang
and Demchok, the two re-
maining friction points,
they said.

The deal would restore
the ground status to one
that existed before April
2020, they stressed. The
agreement, in principle,
meant that the Indian Ar-
my would be able to res-

Work begins: Disengagement is expected to be completed by October 29, say sources. FILE PHOTO

ume patrols up to the Pa-
trolling Points (PP) 10, 11,
11A, 12, and 13 in the Deps-
nag area, which it last man-
aged to access in January
2020.

The Chinese People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) has
been blocking Indian pa-
trols from going beyond
the Y-junction in the stra-
tegic Depsang plains.

Other than eastern La-
dakh, the latest disengage-
ment plan also included
the Yangtse in Arunachal

Chinese patrols will be allowed at Yangste in
Arunachal Pradesh ‘as before’, says official

Pradesh, where Chinese
patrols would be allowed,
an official source said.
“There is an understand-
ing that Chinese patrols
will be allowed in Yangste
like before and their move-
ment will not be blocked”,
the source said.

Yangtse in Tawang was
one of the identified dis-
puted areas between the
two countries and the PLA
patrols there were un-
usually big as compared to
other areas, said the offi-

It’s unclear if ‘buffer
zones will continue

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

As the disengagement
process begins at the Line
of Actual Control (LAC),
experts and former
diplomats called for full
“transparency” on the
contours of the resolution.
In particular, questions
were being asked about
whether “buffer zones”

set up in eastern Ladakh
since 2020 would be
abolished.

At least two senior
officials privy to the
ground situation said that
the “buffer zones” would
not be included in the
current patrolling
arrangement.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 3

cial. The area had wit-
nessed consistent trans-
gressions since 2011 with
one transgression reported
every year during summer
months.

‘Long-drawn one’

Army sources denied any
“quid pro quo” in other
sectors, including Aruna-
chal Pradesh, in order to
arrive at this agreement,
stating that this was a stan-
dalone arrangement while
talks were on all along the

India, China to take up ‘coordinated
patrolling’(26 October)

LAC. However, the agree-
ment also meant that there
was no resumption of pa-
trols yet in the other fric-
tion points from where dis-
engagement had already
been undertaken and the
buffer zones set up as part
of the agreement conti-
nued to remain in place.
These areas included Gal-
wan, north and south
Banks of Pangong Tso,
PP15 & PP17A in the Gogra
Hot Springs area.

Adequate measures

Patrols to be spaced in such a manner that
there would be no face-offs between two sides

were being taken to ensure
that troops did not come
face to face and avoid face-
offs. “Patrols will be
spaced in such a manner
that there would be no
face-offs. Patrols will be
coordinated by both
sides,” sources said, stating
that there would be regular
interactions at various le-
vels on the ground in all
sectors to build confidence
and avoid any flare-up of
tensions. Army sources al-
so acknowledged that the
de-induction process was a
long-drawn one and would
take time. “Discussions re-
garding resuming patrols
at other friction areas are
under way. There are talks
going on in all sectors
along the LAC”

Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misti clarified earlier
that they were focused on
“disengagement first, and
discussions on de-escala-
tion and de-induction will
happen at the appropriate
time”.

While patrols may sym-
bolically resume soon,
with winter about to set in,
the area would be closed
for a few months, putting a
pause on patrols.

¢ India and China would undertake “coordinated patrolling” in Depsang and Demchok along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh to avoid face-offs, as disengagement in

both areas was expected to be completed by October 29, Army sources said.

AR 3 et gt eregre 7 avafds f=or @ (LAC) & are sudmr 3R saae
“FATead MY HET dIfh IMAA-TTH T AT & §a7 31 Toh, Fifeh grar et &
ferest 29 sraga dss QU @ & 31T §, Al & A A el

e They added that the patrols were set to resume by the “month-end.”

3egiel gl foh a1 ‘AR & I ok Y & YE gled arell gl
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¢ As per an official source, it had been agreed that Chinese patrols would be allowed in
Yangste, Arunachal Pradesh “as before and not be blocked.”

T IMARRE FF F ITAR, Tg TeAd g5 A 5 e 3127 I, reomrae geer
‘ST ugel 3R 3ra%cy AT fohar STwe|

e Army sources said the disengagement was expected to be completed by October 29, with a
return to the pre-April 2020 situation, and patrols resuming after that.

el & AT o gl o faees 29 IFgaR dsh QU gl 1 371G &, foraat adler 20209
ggel T EUfY & dliear anfAe g, 3R 38 a1g e T & & gl

e “A general framework agreement was concluded first at the diplomatic level and
subsequently, a detailed agreement outlining the modalities of disengagement as well as the
patrolling was concluded at the Corps Commander level on Monday,” the sources said on
Friday.

“mew@mqﬁmwww?ﬂmmﬁﬁma:
el 3R a7eell &1 feRoT &of aTell Ueh faE HHSAT R FATST FAT W AR I
T GIHT,” AT o YFHAR BT FeT|

e The current agreement pertained to only Depsang and Demchok, the two remaining friction
points, they said.

THAT FHSIAT Shdol SUHTT iR $HANF, a1 AV dig & St & Faftrd g, Segiet
beT|

e The deal would restore the ground status to one that existed before April 2020, they stressed.

s AT ¥ e 2020 Y uge 1 RUfY sgrar gef, 3= SN el

e The agreement, in principle, meant that the Indian Army would be able to resume patrols up to
the Patrolling Points (PP) 10, 11, 11A, 12, and 13 in the Depsnag area, which it last managed
to access in January 2020.

58 GHSIA A1 3 § b AR dr Sywier &7 # aeedt &g (PP) 10, 11, 11A, 12, 3R
13 IR R & Y& A & ward gl [S8 38 sieradl 2020 7 3FAY IR g
H GeIH 9rr ot

e The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has been blocking Indian patrols from going
beyond the Y-junction in the strategic Depsang plains.

et figew frave et (PLA) 3R 12 1 1o Swamer Aqmeit 7 V-t
3T ST W AR R
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¢ Other than eastern Ladakh, the latest disengagement plan also included the Yangtse in
Arunachal Pradesh, where Chinese patrols would be allowed, an official source said.

qdl deer® & 3relral, AdTdH fauee Asier & IFomad Y F AEred o nfAer
foham arar 8, Ster el a1 v qAfT gl v TR @I A e

e “There is an understanding that Chinese patrols will be allowed in Yangste like before and
their movement will not be blocked,” the source said.

“gg HgAfa § for el 1o @Y e H uger f R A & Srwel 3R ST
iy @l 3%y =8I fohdl STUam,” §F & &gl

e Yangtse in Tawang was one of the identified disputed areas between the two countries and the
PLA patrols there were unusually big as compared to other areas, said the official.

darer H TR & 22 & T Ugdrs 1T fQarfed & & 9 ve o 3R ggr PLA fr
T 3T & N JAAT H AT &G F §91 A, 3R 7 el

e The area had witnessed consistent transgressions since 2011 with one transgression reported
every year during summer months.

g &7 2011 ¥ TIdR JTAshAYT T a8 ET &, Sad et & Aada & g a1
ffasraer RaE o amm)

e Army sources denied any “quid pro quo” in other sectors, including Arunachal Pradesh, in
order to arrive at this agreement, stating that this was a standalone arrangement while talks
were on all along the LAC.

@m$@ﬁmﬁeraﬁamﬁﬁsﬂﬂﬂ@ﬁwq§aﬁ$%@maﬁ
“fFas o F& F 919 A $FPR BT, Tg Fed g 6 TE U T cgaear oA e
LAC & AT STadid dof Jar 2T

e However, the agreement also meant that there was no resumption of patrols yet in the other
friction points from where disengagement had already been undertaken and the buffer zones set
up as part of the agreement continued to remain in place.

glelifeh, 38 HAGIA & Adeld Ig 3 AT foh 3w ool & TGt WX 19 &l Gof: Y&
6 g3 &, SfeT fauesr gger & foham o g & 3R @wglla & o & &9 A wuifia
THT FAlT T g 91 B

e These areas included Galwan, north and south Banks of Pangong Tso, PP15 & PP17A in the
Gogra Hot Springs area.

SoT &30 H IITeAaTsT, UIeneT 3t & 39X 3R gf&ur de, PP15 3R PP17A enfae &, St
MR gic ew ey # &
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o Adequate measures were being taken to ensure that troops did not come face to face and
avoid face-offs.

g GAREd ¥ & TU 3R 301 e o @ & & s 3mea-ames & 37 3R
3TH-AH 1 Feufaat & a9

e “Patrols will be spaced in such a manner that there would be no face-offs. Patrols will be
coordinated by both sides,” sources said, stating that there would be regular interactions at
various levels on the ground in all sectors to build confidence and avoid any flare-up of tensions.

“IRT I TE N SN o AHEA-THS B U o ao¥| T et gadt g@n
Wﬁﬁm,”@ﬁm,%mﬁgw%ﬂmﬁﬁﬁamwmm
ff T & HSha ¥ dUa & Ov [T Tt v Hafaa sa=ha gel

e Army sources also acknowledged that the de-induction process was a long-drawn one and
would take time.

Bl & FE & T8 o TR fham o f-gsaers ufthar vsr oet ufshar § 3 saat
AT 3|

e “Discussions regarding resuming patrols at other friction areas are underway. There are talks
going on in all sectors along the LAC.”

“3eg Telld &A F IR Y @ YT A & G H =l I @ §LACH Ty @l
&l A STadd I W gl

e Foreign Secretary Vikram Misti clarified earlier that they were focused on “disengagement
first, and discussions on de-escalation and de-induction will happen at the appropriate time.”

fager afg REwH AT S ggor Tase fhaT 5 9 “ggor Rges oT €O $igd &7 ©
g, 3R ‘&7 FE 3R DSz W o7 3T 77 o g

e While patrols may symbolically resume soon, with winter about to set in, the area would be
closed for a few months, putting a pause on patrols.

STefeh 919 STeg 8 JdlehlcdAs &7 & T & Y& & Tehcll &, Tel Y& Bl dlell &, &
$S HlAl & AT o gam, fFad arvd W R o9

Modi discusses Gaza, Ukraine conflicts with
German Chancellor (26 October)

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz discussed the conflicts in
Ukraine and Gaza in a meeting on Friday.
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erTeTHAT e AEY A ST TR HTE et o YFAR H Teh dooh 7 Fahet 3R
AT & HEST W = H|

e Mr. Modi reiterated India’s desire to find a solution to the crises.

At A F AHe) HT TATUT TWiolad T HRT T 3TST FI EIATI

¢ “The ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia are a matter of concern for both nations.
India has always been of the view that war cannot be a solution to problems. India is ready to
make every possible contribution for the restoration of peace,” said Mr. Modi at the end of
official-level dialogue with the visiting German guests at Hyderabad House.

“Tehol++ IR aftasd TR A 1l Gy =t St & fow R=Iar &1 fawT g1 e gaem
58 faaR oY @7 B 1o ey TAEAS 1 GHTTT g7 g1 Hehdl| SR A 1 Sglell &
foT &X dorg Treret & & fAT AR ) A A A SEIG R H A S AgAE &
Y RN TR HT ardl & 37d & el

e The discussion was part of the 7th Intergovernmental Consultations between the two
nations.

Ig IAT ST ST & T WIad AT FIHRT e &1 fgrar A

e The discussion between the two sides came days after Mr. Modi’s return from the 16th BRICS
summit, where he had spoken in support of doing everything necessary to ensure peace in
Russia and Ukraine.

arel gelt & e gg Tt A e &1 164t B Rew gFea @ dica & 3o A
S §S, 61 3eeiel w0 IR g A eifar gRAREd = & v maend w9 3o wa
& AT # o S A

¢ His remarks were elaborated later by Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri, who hinted that the
Indian side had briefed the German Chancellor about the substance of the recent conversations
that Mr. Modi had with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine and President Viadimir
Putin of Russia.

3 feaforat o a1 & e gfg fAwd Al a Tose fonan, el doha fear &
HRAT &7 & STl aifer & A AT T gl &I aa<did & vy & aR J giad
foram ar, St 37l Ighet & Tsgufar AARAR FATh 3R & Ieeufa sanfedR
gfaer & @y dr o

¢ “The Prime Minister shared with the Chancellor his impressions from his meetings and
interactions in recent months with leaders from both Russia and Ukraine and the steps that India
has been taking in pursuing conversations on all sides of the conflicts and some of the ideas that
different actors have been talking about,” Mr. Misri said in a media briefing at the end of the
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official interactions.
“GUTTHAT & AHeR & Y glel & FAQAT H T 3R TgheT & AT & T A=A S5eh
3R ST & Al 39el o I i 3R 3T FeAT F IR H g™ S IR o
oy & @il geil & A1y Srdld 1 3T do & v 3w § 3R o faur S
faffiesr sfFaanst @ geqa fre & 4 Er & snfreRe Sexuaes & 3id # s
Hifgar shfther A g
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e Mr. Misri emphasized that “India is not neutral” in the Ukrainian conflict.

A AT & 38 919 W AR G & "HRa daeey € ¥ ol quy |

¢ “India remains on the side of peace,” he said.

“HRd Afd & 9aT H §,” 3egisl gl

9971932488

e The remarks indicated continuity in India’s engagement with the main actors in the Ukrainian

conflict.

¥ feeuforat sRa 6 gl Fa¥ # Fqeg At & @y oefiery 7 fo’awar &
galfdr g1

SC to examine plea to do away with ‘VIP treatment’ in temples

GS Paper II: Right to
IEquality

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day agreed to examine a
plea to scrap the levy of
‘VIP entry charges’ and ac-
cording of “preferential,
selective and special treat-
ment” to a certain class of
people in temples while
thousands of devotees, in-
cluding senior citizens, wo-
men, children and persons
with disabilities, wait for
hours in queues for
darshan.

A Bench of Justices San-
jiv Khanna and Sanjay Ku-
mar decided to list the peti-
tion filed by Vijay Kishor
Goswami and said the term
‘VIP’ or ‘Very Important

Person’ was not defined in
law.

Usually, those who
could afford to pay exorbi-
tant amounts got to sail
through while others un-
able to pay suffered long
hours of deprivation to ex-
ercise their right to wor-
ship. The petition termed it
“VIP culture”.

‘Violation of rights’

Mr. Goswami, represented
by advocates Sarthak
Ghonkrokta and Akash
Vashishtha, said the arbi-
trary practice and discrim-
ination solely on the basis
of how deep a person’s
pocket was amounted to
the violation of the funda-
mental rights to equality,
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Right to worship: The plea seeks standard operating procedures to

regulate entry in temples. FILE PHOTO

dignity, and right to freely
practise religion.

The petition said people
of all castes, communities,
classes, and sections of so-

ciety should be treated
equally and provided a fair
and equal opportunity to
pray and get darshan in all
temples, religious struc-

tures and public places of
sanctity. The Union go-
vernment, through the Mi-
nistries of Culture and Tou-
rism and various States
including Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh, Gujarat, Uttar Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Harya-
na, Assam and Jharkhand
have been arraigned as res-
pondents in the petition.
The petition said that
with the growth of reli-
gious tourism and con-
struction of new temples
such as the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya and the expan-
sion of several others, ma-
ny Durga Shaktipeeths and
Jyotirlingas (Shiva temples)
might “imitate” this VIP

charge/VIP entry practises.

The plea has also sought
the constitution of a na-
tional-level board with a
“multi-tier structural and
functional framework for
the redressal of com-
plaints, grievances, issues
and concerns of citizens re-
lated to the functioning
and practices of temples
and/or other religious
structures or public places
of sanctity, across the
country”.

It has also sought the
framing of standard oper-
ating procedures to regu-
late and manage the entry
of devotees and visitors in-
to temples, religious struc-
tures, or public places of
sanctity.
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SC to examine plea to do away with ‘VIP
treatment’ in temples (26 October)

e The Supreme Court on Friday agreed to examine a plea to scrap the levy of ‘VIP entry
charges’ and according of “preferential, selective and special treatment” to a certain class of
people in temples while thousands of devotees, including senior citizens, women, children, and
persons with disabilities, wait for hours in queues for darshan.

FAA FIE T YhaR HT VIP YA YeF T FACT e IR ARA A o a9t & @it
H “GIIfAF, gT9acAS R R{AAY 3R g & v aifer fr S e ) a@gafa
el Y, STdich goIRI HEHTe], ToleTel aRes AR, AT, a2 X 3rat# safard
A g g F fT gef dF FdR d SdoiRk Fd &l

e A Bench of Justices Sanjiv Khanna and Sanjay Kumar decided to list the petition filed by
Vijay Kishor Goswami and said the term ‘VIP’ or ‘Very Important Person’ was not defined
in law.

Fffew Fofld @oett IR T T FAR T v 59 A Ao fFiR et garr arr
IifaeT &r a@aa;: et @7 fao forar 3R wer & vip ar ‘Very Important Person’
T AR el #F g & oS ¥

e Usually, those who could afford to pay exorbitant amounts got to sail through while others
unable to pay suffered long hours of deprivation to exercise their right to worship. The petition
termed it “VIP culture.”

AN 9T, ST olleT 3T ek geohre & TeTA B €, 3¢ A= @ yaer fferr g,
Stafeh St $TaTe &%el A IEAY gl 8, 3o¢ Tl Fa & ATAFR 3TN el & faw
o FAY T ddd @ell TSl g1 Il o 38 “VIP HEHia” FgT

e Mr. Goswami, represented by advocates Sarthak Ghonkrokta and Akash Vashishtha, said
the arbitrary practice and discrimination solely on the basis of how deep a person’s pocket was
amounted to the violation of the fundamental rights to equality, dignity, and right to freely
practice religion.

A e, St gfafafRca ards gieeer 3R 3marer afdss ganry faar 9=, o el
o frdt cafera i anfdis Rufa & 3mR W AaaeT 3139 3R Aesa AT,
TRAT, IR 4 F1 FTEGT T A g FIA T AVFR FT oo &

e The petition said people of all castes, communities, classes, and sections of society should be
treated equally and provided a fair and equal opportunity to pray and get darshan in all
temples, religious structures, and public places of sanctity.
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Tt & gl a1 foh Heft s, Faeral, q9if 3R @ATer & @i & oei & @y
st Tl H el el 3R EeeT el T =Rqet 3R FAT aaT JerT fhar
ST aTfgvl

e The Union government, through the Ministries of Culture and Tourism and various States
including Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Assam, and Jharkhand have been arraigned
as respondents in the petition.

FT WER, FEpfa AR wdes A & Aeadm § 3R QAR Tl Ry e w3,
AfATETg, Fales, AERISE, ALT YA, IERT, 3T Y, 3TRTES, FRATM, 397H, 3K
SIRES T I H gfaards & &9 J afAa fhar = gl

e The petition said that with the growth of religious tourism and construction of new temples
such as the Ram Temple in Ayodhya and the expansion of several others, many Durga
Shaktipeeths and Jyotirlingas (Shiva temples) might “imitate” this VIP charge/VIP entry
practices.

I H Fgr 71 F afdie wdea s [ 3R T A SO e AT F e A
fo#orT 3R #3 3T 1 AEaR g & @Y, F3 g afFa dis ik sAfafehr (e
#fER) 38 VIP Yea/VIP T TATHT & “Fehel” FX Thdl g

e The plea has also sought the constitution of a national-level board with a “multi-tier
structural and functional framework for the redressal of complaints, grievances, issues, and
concerns of citizens related to the functioning and practices of temples and/or other religious
structures or public places of sanctity, across the country.”

mﬁwﬁwv@wwaﬁaﬁﬁ@rwﬁaﬁmaﬁrﬁﬁﬁmﬁ“ﬁ-w
WEATcA® AR FRITcAS o g, oY ¢ sR H &R 3iv/ar 3wy enfiis axg=nat ar
9T Fidefas TUEl & dRileagd 3R gt & a&9fad AnRet Hr R,
FAEAT3, Fga, 3N Rant & e & faw 8

e It has also sought the framing of standard operating procedures to regulate and manage the
entry of devotees and visitors into temples, religious structures, or public places of sanctity.

s AR, enfie wxemat, a1 9T arderfae TUTEt 7 sguTesit AR g & yaw @t
g 3k yefaa a8 & O Aes gurasd afhanst s e & off #@er & 75 §1
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Centre to relaunch
mission to preserve
ancient manuscripts

GS Paper I: Art and
Culture

The Union Ministry of Cul-
ture is set to “revive and re-
launch” the National Mis-
sion for Manuscripts
(NMM) and is mulling the
formation of an autono-
mous body to help pre-
serve ancient texts in
India.

Presently, NMM is a part
of the Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for Arts. The
new body, likely to be
named the National Manu-
scripts Authority, will be
an autonomous entity un-
der the Ministry, sources
told The Hindu.

The Ministry had held a

meeting chaired by Culture
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on October 14
to discuss the way forward.

The meeting took stock
of NMM’s achievements
since its establishment in
2003, Mr. Singh told The
Hindu.

The NMM stated that till
date metadata of 52 lakh
manuscripts has been pre-
pared and roughly over 3
lakh titles have been digi-
tised, he said. However,
only one-third of them
have been uploaded.

The NMM also stated
that over the past 21 years,
it had undertaken preven-
tive and curative conserva-
tion of 9 crore folios.

9971932488

The Centre is set to
relaunch the mission to
preserve ancient
manuscripts.

Fe gt aisfafat
AT FA & faw
forerer Y qe1: IR
% & T AR T

° The Union Ministry of
Culture is set to “revive and
relaunch” the National Mission for
Manuscripts (NMM) and is mulling
the formation of an autonomous
body to help preserve ancient texts
in India.

HE HEH I HATT "revive AT I

IR FA & fre ey aigfafy frerer (N\Vim) &t IR & 3R s & wrefler arst ar
TRFETT Tt H FSE, & forT T fAsT & 376sT R faaR F @T |

e Presently, NMM is a part of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts.
FIHATA H, NMM ST a1iefy IS e g T Uk REAT R |

e The new body, likely to be named the National Manuscripts Authority, will be an
autonomous entity under the Ministry, sources told The Hindu.

o1 fovepra, Torer asdrar arg o wifraror A1 fohw STy <hr wstrareTr §, #Arerd o

8 Ush a1 §ehT$ 81911, Fldl o & fg ol S|
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e The Ministry had held a meeting chaired by Culture Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on October 14 to discuss the way forward.

FATEIT & WEP Ty 7 aroig; FAE AWTae 1 JCALTAT H 14 IHFEE 1 37T TGl & ek
W T i & ToIT Ueh Soeh 3mAforet <hr o |

e The meeting took stock of NMM’s achievements since its establishment in 2003, Mr.
Singh told The Hindu.

S of 2003 H SHFT TATIAT o &G T NMM FT STATSIAT &7 HTholol 1T, N A G
féq T aama|

e The NMM stated that till date metadata of 52 lakh manuscripts has been prepared and
roughly over 3 lakh titles have been digitised, he said.

NMM = ST feh 31 Teh 52 AT igfer it &1 ALTSer AR foham I & 31X orererar 3
e it l FSTTers el foham aram §, o1+ el

e However, only one-third of them have been uploaded.
gTellTeh, 3578 O shd ol Uah fagTs &l 37Talis T arar gl

e The NMM also stated that over the past 21 years, it had undertaken preventive and
curative conservation of 9 crore folios.

NMM o I & S foh Teet 21 st #, 31 9 F3 qoai & v fare 3k
3UARTcHS TI&T0T ThaT & |
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Physicist, IISc ex-professor
Rohini Godbole passes away

PCS

BENGALURU

Padma Shri recipient and
pioneer of particle physics
in India, Professor Rohini
Godbole, passed away in
Pune on Friday.

In a condolence note,
the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc) said: “With
great sadness, we deeply
mourn the passing of Prof.
Rohini  Godbole. She
passed away peacefully
early this morning in her
sleep. In addition to being
a great scientist, she was a
great leader, guide, col-
league, and friend. She
was a champion of women
in science.” She joined the
IISc in 1995 and retired as
professor in 2018.

Rohini Godbole

She won many acco-
lades and awards, includ-
ing the Padma Shri, Ordre
national du Mérite from
France, among others.

She did her M.Sc in IIT-
Bombay and received the
silver medal. She complet-
ed her Ph.D. from the State
University of New York,
Stony Brook, in 1979. She
was a visiting professor at

various institutes and un-
iversities around the
worlde.

“After serving on the fa-
culty of the University of
Bombay, she joined the
IISc in November 1995. She
retired as a full professor
from the institute in July
2018 but continued her re-
search activities at the
Centre for High Energy
Physics (CHEP) till date,”
the IISc said.

“While she has ventured
into various sub-branches
of the field, the main focus
of her research remained
collider physics, in particu-
lar top and Higgs physics.
She was a champion for fu-
ture colliders, in particular
the ILC and its variants,”
the institute said.

9971932488

Physicist, 11Sc ex-
professor Rohini
Godbole passes
away. (26
October)

sifas s, 11sc
qd-gihaT foft
Mearer o1 e

g1 IrAT| (26
October)

° Padma Shri
recipient and pioneer of

particle physics in India, Professor Rohini Godbole, passed away in Pune on Friday.
g At UTectehdll 3R SR 3 T Hifedhy 1 3rarof, Sithe Afgoft aMgaa, srar
got # fAerer gl ars |
e In acondolence note, the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) said: “With great sadness, we
deeply mourn the passing of Prof. Rohini Godbole.

T QM AlE H, R faaATeT FEATA (11Sc) = FgT: “§H gl g o A FheR Afgoft
IMeaTel & ToeleT U T Mk sTFd A 2 |

® She passed away peacefully early this morning in her sleep.

a8 TS g6 AT A 379 Wt o GRet et g ars |

e |n addition to being a great scientist, she was a great leader, guide, colleague, and

friend.

Teh AT dalTTeTeh glel o ATY-ATY, I Teh HETT oidl, ARG LT, Tghar IR 3 off &7
e She was a champion of women in science.

gg AT & forw faaameT v dfge o)
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e She joined the 11Sc in 1995 and retired as professor in 2018.
3eglel 1995 # IS¢ 3 MfAe g% 3R 2018 H NHER & Ie & AT g5 |

e She won many accolades and awards, including the Padma Shri, Ordre national du
Mérite from France, among others.

Wﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ ﬁ?lfrqay&ﬁ, WIH T Ordre national du Mérite
AT

e She did her M.Sc in II'T Bombay and received the silver medal.
3ogiel MEATEE aa$ T vA. vwH. fohar 3R T ues urea foma |

e She completed her Ph.D. from the State University of New York, Stony Brook, in
1979.

3egiet 1979 H T fAafiel 3w = ateh, Teie g & droa. 3. gl 7|

e She was a visiting professor at various institutes and universities around the world.
98 g 1 & Aot Teuret 3R faeafaereral & srfafd widbas o

e “After serving on the faculty of the University of Bombay, she joined the 11Sc in
November 1995.
“giFar Rreafagrery 3 8701 1 7 a1 & & 916, 3ogiet Aga 1995 H l1Sc F MfAeT
&S|

e She retired as a full professor from the institute in July 2018 but continued her research
activities at the Centre for High Energy Physics (CHEP) till date,” the IISc said.
3ogiol [AITg 2018 H TEYTT & 0T TTHER o T H JAAIA g% elfehed 3171 eh 329
FolT AT g (CHEP) F 37957 2T ST STRY TW,” 11Sc =¥ hgT|

e “While she has ventured into various sub-branches of the field, the main focus of her
research remained collider physics, in particular top and Higgs physics.

“gTelifeh 3ogioY 3 &1 1 et 3723t & s 1@, Afthet 3e7h Qe 1 e
BT FrerssT AT, [FAv &7 F g 31k fRew sifadr @

e She was a champion for future colliders, in particular the ILC and its variants,” the
institute said.
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g% AT & Frarss I AT oY, 999 &I 1LC 3R 5T HTHI0T,” GEATA o

el

ISRO-DBT sign agreement
to conduct biotechnology
experiments in space station

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and
the Department of Biotech-
nology (DBT) have inked
an agreement to design
and conduct experiments,
which will then be integrat-
ed into the forthcoming
Bharatiya Antariksh Sta-
tion (BAS), India’s pro-
posed indigenous space
station.

The BAS is expected to
take shape from
2028-2035.

Health impact
Some of the experiments
being mooted include how
weightlessness can in-
fluence muscle loss on
those in space, what kind
of algae may be suitable as
nutrients or to preserve
food for longer, how some
algae may be processed to
make jet fuel, and the im-
pact of radiation on the
health of those aboard
space stations.

Before the BAS, the ma-
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ul > aitdy

S. Somanath

jor mission on ISRO’s plate
is the Gaganyaan mission,
which will be India’s first
crewed mission to space
that is expected to launch
in 2025-2026.

Prior to that there will
be three uncrewed test
missions. Some of the biol-
ogy missions could be in-
cluded in these test mis-
sions.

“In some of the test
flights (uncrewed) prior to
the main Gaganyaan mis-
sion, we may consider in-
cluding some of these ex-
periments. Which ones

specifically, we are yet to
Somanath,

decide,” S.

Chairman, ISRO, told The
Hindu. “Based on what we
learn, we could consider
some experiments in Gaga-
nyaan. However, the prim-
ary plan is for the BAS”

Bio-manufacturing

The ISRO-DBT collabora-
tion stems from another in-
itiative this year called the
BIOE3 (Biotechnology for
Economy, Environment
and Employment) policy
by the Department of Bio-
technology (DBT) that aims
to stimulate ‘bio-manufac-
turing’ in India. The bio-
economy, officials in the
DBT said, would be worth
$300 billion by 2030.

“The space bio-manu-
facturing sector is part of
this. This agreement will
spur innovation and deve-
lopments in human health
research, novel pharma-
ceuticals, biotherapeutics,
regenerative medicine,
bio-based technologies for
waste management as well
as support multiple start-
ups,” said Rajesh Gokhale,
Secretary, DBT.
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ISRO-DBT sign agreement to conduct
biotechnology experiments in space station (26
October)

e The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) have inked an agreement to design and conduct experiments.

HRAT ARET 3TTHTT HaTSeT (ISRO) 3R Sia ez farehr fasimar (D7) = Fr2vait
f3amea 3R genfard e & forT ve gasita 9v gEaner fpu |

e These experiments will be integrated into the forthcoming Bharatiya Antariksh Station
(BAS), India’s proposed indigenous space station.

2 1T HTTTHT R HARET FE2AT (BAS) F Uehlehel FohT ST, ST $7 b FETTAcl

Facel IraRer e gl
e The BAS is expected to take shape from 2028-2035.
BAS T fY#TUT 2028-2035 & &l glat Y 371G ¢ |

Health Impact

e Some of the experiments being mooted include:
S TEATIT G AT §:
o How weightlessness can influence muscle loss on those in space.
TATRIAdT i 3afeT & e & forw geft g1far o wenfad = Thar &1
o What kind of algae may be suitable as nutrients or to preserve food for longer.

g TR I TS G dedl & FT H IT HIoTeT Y ol THI deh TIIT et b
[T ST g GohcT & |

o How some algae may be processed to make jet fuel.
S HTE hl AE ST Tellol oh [T h&Y HHTTI ohaT ST HeheTT |
o The impact of radiation on the health of those aboard space stations.

37AReT TEAAT 9T TR N9 & TIELY U IRTLAT &7 THT |

Gaganyaan Mission

e Before the BAS, the major mission on ISRO’s plate is the Gaganyaan mission, which
will be India’s first crewed mission to space expected to launch in 2025-2026.
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BAS & Ugel, ISRO T T ANT=AT AT TR &, ST $RcT T Tg ol AT el
37aieT fAereT glem, 3t 2025-2026 & i gl I 3FAIE ¢l

e Prior to that, there will be three uncrewed test missions.

SHY Ugdl, die uncrewed 91&TOT fAereT gieT |

e Some of the biology missions could be included in these test missions.
ST TRIGTOT TR A & Sifdeh fAereT enfder fohu o Henat €1

e “In some of the test flights (uncrewed) prior to the main Gaganyaan mission, we may
consider including some of these experiments. Which ones specifically, we are yet to
decide,” said S. Somanath, Chairman, ISRO.

“IANALTeA TR B Tgel HS TA&TT 3371 (TSAT dTeleh) H, g 315 @ H& T3
AT T W RATR FFra & | i 8 AT T q, Ig 313fy g =181 AT =g,
HET S. WIFATY, 37£T8T, ISRO |

Bio-Manufacturing

e The ISRO-DBT collaboration stems from another initiative this year called the BIOE3
(Biotechnology for Economy, Environment and Employment) policy by the DBT that
aims to stimulate bio-manufacturing in India.

ISRO-DBT HEAeT 38 I¥ BIOE3 (3T, gafavor 3T U= & forw sha wigzifarh)

Afd & dgd 3TaT 8, [ordehT 3662 IRd # sta-faaATor 1 Aicarfed weer g |
e The bioeconomy, officials in the DBT said, would be worth $300 billion by 2030.
DBT & 3TIHRINAT o gl foh STa-31fIhr 2030 a& $300 31 FHr graf|

® “The space bio-manufacturing sector is part of this. This agreement will spur innovation
and developments in:

“3IATRET Sig-fAAToT 87 s feTar § | I8 THSIT JaraR 3R [aehra I sgrar ¢am:

Human health research

Novel pharmaceuticals

Biotherapeutics

Regenerative medicine

Bio-based technologies for waste management

Support multiple startups,” said Rajesh Gokhale, Secretary, DBT.

ATTd FARELY HTHETT
o e FrATEYfeHEH
o SI-3YER

o O O O O O

o
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Sharpen the anti-defection law, strengthen democracy

|GS Paper |I: Anti-Defection Law |

he anti-defection law in India, a crucial
instrument designed to maintain the
stability of governments and uphold
the integrity of democratic institutions,
has been a subject of much debate since its
inception. Introduced in 1985, the law sought to
address the rampant party-switching by
legislators, which frequently led to political
instability. While it has been somewhat effective
in curbing the practice of defection, various
loopholes and implementation issues have
surfaced over time, necessitating further reforms.

Historical genesis of the law

The problem of defection has deep roots in
Indian politics, dating back to the
post-Independence era. In the first few decades
following Independence, India experienced a
significant number of defections, which often
resulted in the destabilisation of governments.
This trend not only undermined the mandate of
the electorate but also raised serious ethical
questions about the conduct of elected
representatives.

Legislators would switch parties, sometimes in
exchange for financial gains or ministerial
positions, leading to the fall of governments and
the formation of new ones without fresh
elections. This was colloquially referred to as
“Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram”, a phrase that originated
from an incident in Haryana in the 1960s, where
a legislator, Gaya Lal, switched parties multiple
times in a single day. Such incidents underscored
the need for a law to curb this practice.

Indian Parliament enacted the anti-defection
law through the 52nd Amendment to the
Constitution, introducing the Tenth Schedule
during Rajiv Gandhi’s tenure as Prime Minister.
This law laid down the grounds for
disqualification of Members of Parliament and
State legislatures on the basis of defection. A
member could be disqualified if they voluntarily
gave up the membership of their political party
or disobeyed the party whip in key votes such as
confidence motions or Budget approvals. The law
was aimed at providing stability to governments
and ensuring that elected representatives
remained loyal to the party’s mandate on which
they were elected.

While the initial law provided some deterrence
against defections, it still had loopholes. One
significant flaw was the provision that allowed a
split in a party if at least one-third of the
members defected, which often led to mass
defections. The 91st Amendment in 2003
addressed this issue by requiring that at least

was a Member of
Parliament (Bharat
Rashtra Samithi) in
the 14th and the 16th
Lok Sabha

The
anti-defection
law has played
a crucial role in
political
stability, but
there are gaps
which need to
be addressed to
make it more
effective and
impartial
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two-thirds of the members of a party must agree
for a “merger” to avoid disqualification. This
made it more challenging for small-scale
defections to occur and reduced the incidence of
such political manoeuvring.

Despite its intentions, the anti-defection law
has faced criticism and challenges in its
implementation. One of the most significant
challenges is the inordinate delay in deciding
defection cases. In some instances, Speakers have
taken several months, or even years, to render a
decision. This delay allows defectors to continue
holding their positions, thereby subverting the
purpose of the law. The discretionary power
vested in the Speaker or Chairperson, without
any stipulated time frame for decision-making,
has often been a point of contention.

Another issue is the lack of transparency in the
issuance and communication of party whips.
Whips are essential instruments used by political
parties to ensure discipline among their
members, especially on crucial votes. However,
the internal nature of these directives has led to
disputes over whether members were adequately
informed about the party’s stance, making it
difficult to determine the legitimacy of defection
cases. While the decisions of the Speaker or
Chairperson are subject to judicial review, the
courts have generally been reluctant to intervene
in defection cases, citing the need to respect the
autonomy of the legislature. This has limited the
scope for addressing potential abuses of power or
ensuring timely resolutions.

Proposed amendments
To strengthen the anti-defection law and enhance
its impartiality, two key amendments are
proposed. The first concerns the time frame for
decisions on defection cases. The absence of a
fixed timeline for the Speaker or Chairperson to
decide on defection cases has resulted in delays
and potential misuse of discretionary power,
undermining the law’s intent. To address this
issue, a four-week time frame should be
established for resolving defection cases. If a
decision is not reached within this period, the
defecting members should be deemed to be
disqualified from their positions. This
amendment to the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution would ensure timely resolutions,
prevent arbitrary decisions, and uphold the
legislative process’s integrity by limiting political
bias and misuse of power.

The second is on public notice of party whips.
The current lack of transparency in issuing party
whips often leads to disputes over whether

members were adequately informed. To resolve
this, political parties should be provided with a
framework of the service of the whip in the form
of a newspaper publication or through electronic
communication. In Keisham Meghachandra Singh
vs The Hon'ble Speaker Manipur Legislative
Assembly and Ors. (2020), the Supreme Court of
India recommended replacing the Speaker’s role
in anti-defection cases with an independent
tribunal or a body appointed by the Election
Commission of India. However, in a democracy,
the importance of the Speaker or Chairperson’s
office cannot be underestimated, as they are
crucial in upholding parliamentary integrity and
ensuring impartiality. Instead of sidelining this
institution, reforms should aim to strengthen its
accountability and transparency.

The Government of India must also explore
various suggestions made by the Dinesh Goswami
committee report (1990), the Hashim Abdul
Halim committee report (1994), the 170th report
of the Law Commission of India (1999), the
Report of the National Commission to review the
working of the Constitution of India (2002), the
Hashim Abdul Halim committee report (2003)
and the 255th report of the Law Commission of
India (2015) for strengthening of the
anti-defection law.

Need for political will

The anti-defection law has, historically, played a
crucial role in preventing instability caused by
defections and maintaining the sanctity of the
electoral mandate. However, its implementation
has revealed certain gaps and challenges that
need to be addressed to make the law more
effective and impartial. The amendments to the
Tenth Schedule of the Indian Constitution should
be prioritised to facilitate the effective
implementation of the Union Government’s “One
Nation, One Election” initiative. By implementing
these amendments, the anti-defection law can be
revitalised to better serve its purpose in the
current political context. It would ensure that
elected representatives adhere to the principles
of party loyalty and discipline while also
protecting the democratic mandate of the
electorate. Narendra Modi, the Leader of the
House in the Lok Sabha, and Rahul Gandhi, the
Leader of the Opposition, should take up the
issue and ensure that the amendments are made
to strengthen Indian democracy. In doing so, the
law would continue to uphold the stability and
the integrity of India’s parliamentary democracy,
adapting to the evolving political landscape with
greater efficacy and fairness.
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Sharpen the anti-defection law, strengthen
democracy (26 October)

The anti-defection law in India is a crucial instrument designed to maintain the stability of
governments and uphold the integrity of democratic institutions.

HRT H oT-ag ol T shisfed TRhRI b1 FRATSATT W6l 3 aAlepcii e HEladl 1 3T
I TATT Y@ & foIT Teh AgcaquT ATe & |
Since its inception, it has been a subject of much debate.

ST TUTIAT & o1¢ 8 &1 Tg 96 &l [ATI @2

Introduced in 1985, the law sought to address rampant party-switching by legislators,
which led to political instability.

1985 3 91 fohT 31T SH lefel T 38T AT GaRT 47 §¢ ofor bt Tl o ehall AT, T
STt cen 31T dar el |

Although it has curbed defection to some extent, various loopholes and implementation
issues have emerged, indicating a need for reforms.

BTelifeh SHe TGS cleh Gol-serel i kT &, oHfehel [Tt FIfAZ AR Frleaded THEGTT
HIH TS &, S R T ATG2T T hl ST 8 |

Historical genesis of the law

FTefet 1 Wi scafa
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The problem of defection has deep roots in Indian politics, tracing back to the post-
Independence era.

HRAT TSI H S oT-STerel hl HHEDT SN TV 736, ST FFTAcA 3 §1a & Zar+ o1 & 15 |

In the first few decades after Independence, India experienced significant defections, often
leading to government destabilization.

FIAAAT o ST & Tgel S G H, A H 93 FATA T El-gel T, T 3R THR
IR ES|

This trend not only undermined the electorate's mandate but also raised ethical concerns
about the conduct of elected representatives.

$H Y 1 o shol Faild] @ SFo7la e/t HHSAR T Sfesh foaifed afaffert & R @
Al [T 8 Scdest |

Legislators would switch parties, sometimes in exchange for financial gains or ministerial

positions, leading to the fall of governments without fresh elections.
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faemges spait-erel facfrar oimey a1 730 e & Sel A ol de el ofd 3, [ ad e v gemat &
TR IR ST &Y

This phenomenon was colloquially termed as “Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram”, originating from
an incident in Haryana in the 1960s involving a legislator, Gaya Lal, who switched parties
multiple times in a single day.

ST YCAT Pl “HTITIIH, ITIT I FET STel o9, ST 1960 & &2AHh H §RATOM o Tdh [AUTIH T7IT
SITe EaNT Ueh 8 & & &g IR &ef eieled T Teal | 3cet §31T

Such incidents highlighted the need for a law to curb this practice.

U TSI 7 S8 TAT ohl Aehed oh ToIT Ueh shloat T AT bl SR feha|

Enactment of the anti-defection law

aol-geel farefY Sieret 1 srfafaaerer

The Indian Parliament enacted the anti-defection law through the 52nd Amendment to
the Constitution, introducing the Tenth Schedule during Rajiv Gandhi's tenure as Prime
Minister.

URAT IS o 71T TTEf 3 TEMAHAT FTorH I H 528 AT & ATETH J Sof-deof
TRl el bt JrfRTea T fovam 3R gwal siggeet SisT|

This law laid down grounds for disqualification of MPs and State legislators based on defection.

SH FIefel o Gol-del o JTUR W HHGT 3R T faemrent & 3r:1eadr & fov 3mur Fuiia
Tl

A member could be disqualified if they voluntarily gave up their party membership or
disobeyed the party whip on key votes like confidence motions or Budget approvals.

Ife; IS T TIToT A 3191 ITEf B FeTTdT B3 &A1 8 AT f3vard Gea a1 Joic gl
ST AgcaquT AT R UTET & Fegq & UTeled 181 il &, Al 38 3119 SgAT ST Hehell 8 |

The law aimed to provide stability to governments and ensure loyalty to the party mandate on

which representatives were elected.

HTefet T 3T TP T FERAT TeTe AT HIX 3 U1Ef oh TG e & 9fd ovver glaread
Wm,mmwﬁﬁ@ﬁwgmgmml

Loopholes and Amendments

arfaar sk gy
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Initially, the law offered some deterrence against defections but still had loopholes.
Y& H, TH HIoleT o Gol-ae ol & (WA HB §C cfeh Ueh IS, AfeheT T o saa @i o |

One major flaw was the provision that allowed a split in a party if at least one-third of the
members defected, leading to mass defections.
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Teh GHW HHT T5 A o T Irél & A @ A 09 [A675 HGvT o7 dgorct &, o ATel 7 faeamstet

1 37T STl o, TS ® 73 YA 9¥ GoF- §g o bt BTl giet i |

e The 91st Amendment in 2003 addressed this by requiring that two-thirds of the
members must agree for a merger to avoid disqualification, making small-scale
defections challenging.

2003 % 918 W =1 S8 WS Xl §U HITIAT & F2let @ ol fAerareh ToIT g flers
e Tt T AT I HTaRIhdT I, 5 B YA R eo-Terel HRehel g1 I1AT|

e This amendment reduced the frequency of political maneuvering through defections.

g TR o coA-deol 3 ATETH T AoTeilTadeh AT ST TeAT31T & ey oS |

Criticism and Challenges of the Anti-Defection Law

farer ik galforat: geracer el weger

e Despite its intentions, the anti-defection law has faced criticism and challenges in its
implementation.

39 3¢ o STAG, Goldc ol ORI Slefel Bl $Heh TshdTeadel # Teirdel A Yt sr

HTHAT FAT IS B |
e One of the most significant challenges is the inordinate delay in deciding defection cases.

HIH HEcdquT AT H & Ueh § Gorde ol AT T 0T ofel 7 sreafars &Y

e In some instances, Speakers have taken several months, or even years, to render a

decision.
o AT H, TR 7 A0 A & o1 7L AT AgT ciah b Al b1 T oA gl

e This delay allows defectors to continue holding their positions, thereby subverting the purpose
of the law.

$H &1 & HRUT Golacel el aTel 39T [EUTT TATT T@H H el G &, ToTHH Sisfe hl
3L HASIR I ST g |

e The discretionary power vested in the Speaker or Chairperson, without any stipulated
time frame for decision-making, has often been a point of contention.

TR T 37ETET & I 0T ol & AT &Y AT & 91 g fadsreisr arfga [9are &r
HIOT ST @ 2

e Another issue is the lack of transparency in the issuance and communication of party
whips.
Teh 3R FEar ardt foga Sy et 3R TuwoT 7 qRgfRiar fr war g |

e Whips are essential instruments used by political parties to ensure discipline among
their members, especially on crucial votes.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

T TSt cieh Eoil GanT 31del Heedl H IHTATHT GiATE it oh [eTT Surer foham Siret

aTell Ueh HgcdqoT 3UHIUT ¢, W Agcaqul AT H|

e However, the internal nature of these directives has led to disputes over whether members
were adequately informed about the party’s stance, making it difficult to determine the
legitimacy of defection cases.

gTaliToh, 37 frGlT hT TR et & FROT A5 FaaTg 3cdet giaT ¢ fo arm Heet &1 ardt &
TG & IR H AT SATRRT &1 315 oY, fSTw gelagel ATHT hr dUdT fTeTRa 1T ShideT &r

STaTgl

e While the decisions of the Speaker or Chairperson are subject to judicial review, the
courts have generally been reluctant to intervene in defection cases, citing the need to
respect the autonomy of the legislature.

gTcllTeh TUIRT AT 8T o AU wanfAsh TSt & 31efiet g1 €, 37eTeld AHAAR W aolege
AT 7 g8 Pl ¥ FHEIT FATIAAT T TFHTT et T 3TTITRT T gaTell é?fg‘(f
Raferard &

e This has limited the scope for addressing potential abuses of power or ensuring timely

resolutions.
ST ATF o FTAT GEILNIT T Aehel AT HHAY T FATETT GioA [Tl el T SIS AT
BIas gl

Proposed Amendments

gEdIfad wenere

e To strengthen the anti-defection law and enhance its impartiality, two key amendments
are proposed.

olec ol TaRTEY hleet ohl HoTg T hiat HIRX SHehT TSTETTT SGle o ToTT &Y Wae Waitera s
gEdTd fohar T g

e The first concerns the time frame for decisions on defection cases.
UG oIl M Solsco ATH UX [T ot & AT AT T Tafa gl

e The absence of a fixed timeline for the Speaker or Chairperson to decide on defection
cases has resulted in delays and potential misuse of discretionary power, undermining
the law’s intent.

Golagel AT OX AU et & forw TR AT 3123987 & I his [ARad gAg AT 8l &
HROT AT 3R Faspmefier afera & Hanfa g@uiieT & o’y 9 711 8, fSad Hiefet o1 3eged
FHHAAN G ET 2|

e To address this issue, a four-week time frame should be established for resolving
defection cases.
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SH GHEIT ST GATUT A & [olU Golacel ATHST o AT & [T IR TCdATg T AT HIAT
SRk IGISI Y

e |If a decision is not reached within this period, the defecting members should be deemed
to be disqualified from their positions.

Ife 37 39T & iR fAoTT A€ 81aT &, A Soteicel et aTel AT oY 3oTehT 9al & 3/

HTAT ST A1 T

e This amendment to the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution would ensure timely
resolutions, prevent arbitrary decisions, and uphold the legislative process’s integrity
by limiting political bias and misuse of power.

GiaEeT T gHdt AT & Tg HAUT AT I HATUTT AT M, AT AT forat
UehaTT, 3R Trrelfere qarare X AT & geoier sl WA X TS ufshar S 3r@sar
SATT 3|

e The second is on public notice of party whips.
IR HeTereT urét g hr wrdetfore Faer @ Hefta g

e The current lack of transparency in issuing party whips often leads to disputes over whether
members were adequately informed.

g1ef 5T STRY et F aaidTeT H YRS RYAT Y F#H) 3 FRUT 378 f[Ja1E 3T gla & & Far
HeET ol TATCT STeThRY & 1S oY |

e To resolve this, political parties should be provided with a framework of the service of
the whip in the form of a newspaper publication or through electronic
communication.

S GATIT & GATHTA & [T TSI Teh Goll ol WATIR I F YR IT Fldeliad TaR &
AreA A fogq T AT T FRWT YTl S ST AR T

e |n Keisham Meghachandra Singh vs The Hon’ble Speaker Manipur Legislative
Assembly and Ors. (2020), the Supreme Court of India recommended replacing the
Speaker’s role in anti-defection cases with an independent tribunal or a body
appointed by the Election Commission of India.

FH Aue AT T AT TR AT frerer wom 3R 37 (2020) # 9y wafew
AT o CAscel HIHAT 7 T A ${fART I Teh TaclT ~ATATTAHIT AT HRA & AT
AT ZaRT fAGF fhrd & Seera) <hr fwriver v 2t

e However, in a democracy, the importance of the Speaker or Chairperson’s office
cannot be underestimated, as they are crucial in upholding parliamentary integrity and
ensuring impartiality.

BTeliTeh, Al 3 THRT AT ICTET & HIATTT T HEcd he hich AGT 3TehT T TehdT, FATh
HHET FWSAT AT TG R frsaatar G et # HAgea o s{fHeT fHerd ¢ |
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e Instead of sidelining this institution, reforms should aim to strengthen its accountability
and transparency.

S HEUT T I eheTR i oh oI, GERT T 3662 SHhT FaTaeer A TRE RidT &l HoTgd
T glelT TR T

Anti-defection Law
Toraeer et &
e Created under the 52nd amendment act to Article 102(2) and schedule 10.
arreoe 102(2) i srgatar 10 % fog 523 wvmver srferfam & dea swmn m
e The objective was to prevent defections in Indian politics, to ensure the stability of elected
governments to reduce the role of money power in politics, and to curb the corrupt practice of
giving votes on the basis of the lure of money or power.
ST Ie7F AT TSHITT H Toraeiar i U1, T T AR <hT TRear GHTE T, TSl 3 G ¥ 9Tfes ot ST ol W T,
HIT & AT 9TTeR % I o STER W 31 & 1 T T4 1 CUTD i =
« Defection is switching one’s political allegiance after getting elected to the house.
oot w1 31ef @ WA | 9 S % ag TRt it Ttk et B aee
Disqualification under anti-defection law:
Teaee forielt HTT o qgd sraraar:
o If a chosen member of the house voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party from
which he has been chosen to the house.
afe we & forelt T gu wew 3 w=eT & 39 TSt ardl i gewrar eig & 7, e 9 wed #§ 991 T el
o If a person votes contrary to the directions issued by the political party/abstains from voting and

that person's actions are not condoned by the party.
Ife h1$ =t Terifesr ardf grr sy fcert o faradia ate a1 @ a1 waee & sfera w@ar @ 3t 39 st i Gt ot grn wher 72 6

STt 2

« Independent candidates: if they join any political party after getting elected.
Taer IFHEER: A F I3 ST % e foret Teifoss a1t # wmfie g 2

o Nominated candidate: if they join any political party after 6 months of getting chosen to the house.
Fraes sefiean: afe o @& | o4 91 6 7 18 et Tstifass ol 7 et 8 |

o Expulsion of a member by the political party (no anti-defection would apply).
ST U1ET gRT Hewd T TeRTer ST (15 qetereet forlefl i @y & gim))|

« Voluntarily giving up membership is only resigning from the party or does it also include the
behavior of the legislator?
DT W AEEIAT BISAT 7 haled U] § SEABT &7 2 47 308 TarertRrent vt sqargr off smifirer 27

e The Supreme Court said that voluntarily giving up membership is wider than resignation and

includes the conduct and the behavior of the legislator.
YA IE 7 FeT o a1 § UeEIdl SIS Rilh 8 AT 8 SR [T & ST=R0T SR =GR i M L 2
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Exceptions: originally the law provided exceptions in case of splits (if 1/3 of members in the house
of a political party in the house split from a political party and form a new party then the anti-
defection law shall not apply).

USTE: TeId: FIA o forvareit it Reufer 7 s1oame wem foru (aft e & wa wsHifae et 3 wewt w6 1/3 fewar wrdf & fonfora & stmar
8 3fR U 7 e T TS AT 7, A Tereiee fokvelt A Tng T g

Merger: if 2/3 of the members of a political party split from the party and merge with another
party then the provision of the anti-defection law shall not apply.

Torera: afe ue Tsifass ael & 2/3 wew arel @ forTiora &1 ST & ST forelt o7y wiel # forer &t oid €, df aoteaet forrelt sien
T TR T 2R

Decisions with respect to anti-defection shall be taken by the presiding officer of the house but the
constitution does not prescribe any time limit on the decision of the presiding officer.

foreg-fertieft & wieifera Frotar wiem o stemer g forw SITan, @ifsh wfaem steaer & T w i ww g freifa 768 s 2
Paragraph 7 of Schedule 7 barred the courts to exercise any jurisdiction on matters of

disqualification under this law.
AT 7 % W 7 7 AT B 36 FAT o q6d STARIAT F WA H Hig ATHR & eXercising w & e

Kihoto Holohan vs Laichillu and others case
frETer Sreites s Afere o e At

In this case, the court upheld the constitutional validity of the anti-defection law on the grounds that it
promotes clean politics and reduces the role of money power in politics.

38 A #, srarerd 4 fauer-famiet e i wdenfies St i s W@, 98 FEd gU 98 wes Tt e It @ e
Tl 7 8 Y wTieR ol IfHeRT I AT 2

At the same time, paragraph 7 of Schedule 10 which barred the courts from enquiring into such matters
was declared unconstitutional by the courts on the grounds of taking away the powers of judicial
review which is a part of the basic structure of the constitution.

56t e, ety 10 o 3w 7 ot el SR U AIHEl § Iudrs w8 Uk o T srestetien =it fapa man, it e waties
THYET % SRR T SIAAT 8, S W T et T FH T 2

Exception in favor of the presiding officers:
areert & 9e H ruane;:

If a presiding officer after getting elected resigns from his political party and does not join any political
party during his term of office as the presiding officer or rejoins the political party to which he originally
belonged after demitting the office the provisions of anti-defection law shall not apply.

afe T Teet, I S o a1E, ST USTI{ah a1l 8 FEATHT ol & ST AU FHrfshret o S fopelt Tomtfrer aiet o Smfiver T2t 8in &, A

3O HrATCrd ¥ € o a1 W USHITen ot § o6t & wrifere erem & forew = e o, d foraer-fortelt st o wrerem @ e €l

In the UK, the speaker leaves the membership of the party once elected to the position.
Top 1, o T 39 T¢ o A AT ST & 1 98 a1 Al Hewrdl 918 Al 2
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aron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and
l)]ames Robinson (AJR) deservedly won the

2024 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in
Economic Sciences (this year’s Nobel laureates in
the economic sciences) for their research on how
institutions shape economic prosperity. Professor
Acemoglu’s prolific output — 2,47,538 citations,
with 110,912 since 2019 — speaks to the significant
impact of their work. Their insights into the role
of inclusive institutions have reshaped how we
understand the drivers of economic success.
However, while their contributions are
significant, their Eurocentric framework
oversimplifies complex historical and
institutional dynamics.

AJR’s most cited paper, with more than 18,715
citations, is “The Colonial Origins of Comparative
Development: An Empirical Investigation”. They
argue that the economic fortunes of nations today
can be traced to the types of institutions that
were established in the colonial era. In colonies
where Europeans faced high mortality rates, they
created “extractive” institutions designed to
exploit resources, which stunted long-term
economic growth. In contrast, where Europeans
could settle and survive, they implemented
“inclusive” institutions that fostered growth
through secure property rights and checks on
power. AJR expanded on this argument in Why
Nations Fail (2012), suggesting that inclusive
institutions are necessary for sustained economic
growth, while extractive institutions keep nations
in poverty.

Deeply Eurocentric

There are primarily five flaws with this
framework. First, AJR’s work assumes that the
European model of “good institutions” serves as a
universal pathway to development, which is a
deeply Eurocentric perspective. By elevating the
European experience, AJR implicitly suggest that
nations should aspire to replicate Europe to
achieve prosperity. However, this fails to account
for the diverse pathways to growth seen in
different parts of the world.

Scholar Yuen Yuen Ang’s critique of AJR
presents a challenge to their deterministic,
teleological model. In her book, How China
Escaped the Poverty Trap, Ang refutes AJR’s
assertion that inclusive institutions are an ex-ante
requirement for economic growth. Instead, she
introduces the concept of “directed
improvisation”, a decentralised mechanism of
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short of
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institutional adaptation driven by iterative
experimentation at subnational levels. This
process allows institutions to co-evolve with
emergent economic conditions, directly
contesting AJR’s static binary classification of
institutions as either inclusive or extractive.

Ang’s model highlights the endogenous,
path-dependent nature of institutional evolution,
aligning with Douglass North’s concept of
“adaptive efficiency”. In this framework,
institutional flexibility and responsiveness to
shifting economic imperatives are more
conducive to sustained growth than rigid
adherence to pre-determined institutional types.
China’s use of Special Economic Zones in the
1980s exemplifies this, enabling decentralised
policy experimentation in regions such as
Guangdong, decoupled from national-level
reforms, thereby fostering institutional plasticity
through selective scaling of successful policies.

Ang further challenges AJR’s causal
sequencing, demonstrating that China’s rapid
growth under extractive conditions —
characterised by elite dominance, weak property
rights, and limited political pluralism — precedes
institutional inclusivity, suggesting a feedback
loop where growth induces, rather than follows,
institutional reforms.

The faults with western development

The second critique of AJR’s framework is that it
cannot adequately explain western development
itself. AJR glorify the “good” institutions
established in western Europe and its offshoots,
but fail to acknowledge that inclusion in these
institutions was only ever partial. Western
development was not driven purely by inclusive,
liberal institutions; rather, it was accompanied by
exclusion and cronyism.

For example, the Industrial Revolution in
Britain, often cited as a triumph of inclusive
institutions, was fuelled in part by the
exploitation of labour and political and economic
disenfranchisement of large segments of the
population. Moreover, the early capitalist state in
the West relied on cronyism and corrupt
patronage networks to manage the economy. This
exclusion and cronyism is systematically omitted
from AJR’s analysis, perhaps because
acknowledging this would undermine the
ideological appeal of their narrative.

Third, their framework was simplistic and
ahistorical. In Kicking Away the Ladder (2002),

9971932488

A Nobel in hand, but where AJR's model falls short

economist Ha-Joon Chang argues that AJR
overlook the role of state intervention and
industrial policies in the development of today’s
rich countries. He points out that many of the
nations AJR hold up as examples of “inclusive
institutions” — such as the United States and the
United Kingdom — achieved their industrial
dominance through protectionism, state-led
economic planning, and other policies that would
be considered “extractive” by AJR’s framework.
Chang contends that these nations only adopted
inclusive, free-market institutions after they had
achieved a certain level of industrialisation and
wealth. AJR, thus, ignore the broader political
economy and strategic role of government
policies in facilitating development.

Fourth, AJR’s institutional framework
oversimplifies the complex historical processes
that shaped institutions. Frederick Cooper (2002)
and Mahmood Mamdani (1996) have highlighted
how colonial institutions were more than simply
“extractive” or “inclusive”. In many cases,
colonial powers imposed hybrid institutions,
mixing local governance structures with imposed
authority, leading to diverse post-colonial
outcomes that AJR’s binary framework cannot
adequately explain.

On colonial institutions

Fifth, AJR’s framework overlooks the lasting
impact of colonial institutions, which were
designed to extract wealth and reinforce
structural dependencies, benefiting metropoles
at the expense of colonies. This aligns with the
dependency theory, which argues that the Global
North’s development came from exploiting the
Global South. For instance, in Africa, colonial
powers established extractive institutions to
siphon off resources, leaving countries such as
Congo impoverished despite their natural wealth.
By simplifying institutional development as a
matter of “choice”, AJR downplay how
colonialism entrenched inequalities, leading to
underdevelopment in former colonies while
enabling European prosperity.

The Economics Nobel Prize celebrates AJR’s
work, but their Eurocentric framework falls short
of representing the Global South. It oversimplifies
history and ignores diverse development paths,
limiting its relevance in explaining varied
development trajectories.

The views expressed are personal

A Nobel in hand, but where AJR’s model falls
short (26 October)

e Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and James Robinson (AJR) deservedly won the 2024 Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences (this year’s Nobel laureates in the economic sciences) for

their research on how institutions shape economic prosperity.
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Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, 3t James Robinson (AJR) 72024 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in

Economic Sciences (38 a9 o Aroet TarR foidT) 1 weemstl gy il qufg o TR 0 396 M % g ot &9 9
St

e Professor Acemoglu’s prolific output — 2,47,538 citations, with 110,912 since 2019 — speaks to
the significant impact of their work.
wEE Acemoglu %1 3 output — 2,47,538 sgwn, e 2019 @ 110,912 it § — 379 % & wecaqol
TS T G R

e Their insights into the role of inclusive institutions have reshaped how we understand the
drivers of economic success.

FATARNT FEATHT T 8T o Ticl SeTeh TaIRT o G ek HBolcll oh HNehI ! HHSIS oh
T &1 R & 3R AT |

e However, while their contributions are significant, their Eurocentric framework oversimplifies
complex historical and institutional dynamics.

glellTeh, STelieh 3eTeh ARG HEAYUT &, SeTehl JRIUTA shiecT @ Sficel Uiagiiae 3T
GEATIT ITfRMNTaT3it St Tl §=T ST & |

e AJR’s most cited paper, with more than 18,715 citations, is “The Colonial Origins of Comparative

Development: An Empirical Investigation.”

AJR T T 3T 3 U, TSIE# 18,715 & 3178 3GERUTE, § “The Colonial Origins of

Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation|”

® They argue that the economic fortunes of nations today can be traced to the types of
institutions that were established in the colonial era.

q doh A & [ 37T & &2t i 31T foheed T Taer 3 T &t GEAT3T A & 5t 3ufaaei
T H TS T a1 |

® In colonies where Europeans faced high mortality rates, they created “extractive” institutions
designed to exploit resources, which stunted long-term economic growth.

3oT 3ufeiaeil 7 STeT JUTAT Y 3T Hog & T HIHAT AT T3T, 3egiet “Tehrel” HEAT 115
ST HHTAT ST NTOT et o [oIT F3ATSeT T 318 2fF, ToraeT Srerehiforen 3T faehrd &1 31a%ey
Y fem|

e In contrast, where Europeans could settle and survive, they implemented “inclusive” institutions

that fostered growth through secure property rights and checks on power.
SHeh T, STET JU I 8 Hehl & 3R ST 16 Fehdl &, 3egiel “HATARM FEATT AT i
i GRI&T FUTT o TR 3R Arfert o fAI=0T & ATea s & faehre 1 derar &t |

® AJR expanded on this argument in Why Nations Fail (2012), suggesting that inclusive institutions
are necessary for sustained economic growth, while extractive institutions keep nations in
poverty.
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AJR ¥ 3 T @ Why Nations Fail (2012) & fa&ar fe=, TE G191 §U o wAraeh deamd
fAaR 3 e & fIT 3maege §, STafer e GEmw 21t &t Ie) & S0 3@ar &

Deeply Eurocentric

MR &0 JUIT Figd

e There are primarily five flaws with this framework.
ST H AT TT A I T AV

e First, AJR’s work assumes that the European model of “good institutions” serves as a universal
pathway to development, which is a deeply Eurocentric perspective.

Y TG, AIR &1 SIH I AT & Toh JUUI “Ir<ST HEATIHT T Alsel [dehrd & foIw ven
AR AT & ®9 7 A AT, SN o Uah 918 U efseanior Bl

e By elevating the European experience, AJR implicitly suggests that nations should aspire to
replicate Europe to achieve prosperity.

A 377370 T ST 3STRT, AIR 3TcTET & § T ST ¢ foh &1t hT TFefer gred ket &
forT Jo it sTerer andett =g

e However, this fails to account for the diverse pathways to growth seen in different parts of the
world.

glellieh, g g & faffieeT feedl & Sl a1$ fafatr faera & At &1 eare w7gT @ |

e Scholar Yuen Yuen Ang’s critique of AJR presents a challenge to their deterministic, teleological
model.

fe@Tet Yuen Yuen Ang 1 3TTeT==IT AIR & foT 3otah foreiRe, 3 ears]erar Alser &l Talel &t
gl

e In her book, How China Escaped the Poverty Trap, Ang refutes AJR’s assertion that inclusive
institutions are an ex-ante requirement for economic growth.

379T TS How China Escaped the Poverty Trap &, Ang AJR & 33 assertion &l WISl AT &
fo FaTaRl TEATT 3n1fYe T & foIv Ueh qd-3maedehdr &

e Instead, she introduces the concept of “directed improvisation,” a decentralised mechanism of

institutional adaptation driven by iterative experimentation at subnational levels.
$8h qoT1g, 96 “TAERIT GUR” 7 AT T Al 8, Sl Teh heleoT g el o & St 39-
TS ERT TR GRIGA T GART FEATIT 3HoJeholel bl FeTTelcl e g |

e This process allows institutions to co-evolve with emergent economic conditions, directly

contesting AJR’s static binary classification of institutions as either inclusive or extractive.
g o HeTal 1 33 g 3T aRfuferl & ary we-Rwfid gl 1 srgafa &g,
Y AJR 3 TEUTAT T FATIR AT et & w1 3 e gfasmemdy geffertor bt et & €1
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Ang’s model highlights the endogenous, path-dependent nature of institutional evolution,
aligning with Douglass North’s concept of “adaptive efficiency.”

Ang T ATl GEARTT Taah1d &1 3idfaifed, qu-ﬁrﬁwﬁraﬁmﬂm%, ST Douglass
North o fREITel & AT Aol WIel & “3HeTeholl G&TdTl”

In this framework, institutional flexibility and responsiveness to shifting economic imperatives
are more conducive to sustained growth than rigid adherence to pre-determined institutional

types.
3 o1 H, HEAWTA TaTelTde] 3R sl 3 3maederar3ii & gfa ufafsar faar s
o fore 31ferer AT 8, o7 58 foh qa-feiRa HEATT YehRT &7 SR Telet fohdT ST |

China’s use of Special Economic Zones in the 1980s exemplifies this, enabling decentralised

policy experimentation in regions such as Guangdong, decoupled from national-level reforms,
thereby fostering institutional plasticity through selective scaling of successful policies.

et & TaRIY 31TTYeh &¥=T T 3TN 1980 & &leh & S JeTex 01 &l &, Forad ISt o1
&YAT # ShTerToT el ATel TITaT bl FETH SoTTT 1T, i USEIT T oh FERT & 370797 AT, 56
YehR Aol AT & TAATcHS JHT & ATETH T GEATIT T Sl SEraT fer|

Ang further challenges AJR’s causal sequencing, demonstrating that China’s rapid growth under
extractive conditions — characterised by elite dominance, weak property rights, and limited
political pluralism — precedes institutional inclusivity, suggesting a feedback loop where growth
induces, rather than follows, institutional reforms.

Ang 3TT3T AIR & ShIRUTIH 3TeJsh BT el acll &, T TaTRd i §U foh fovehra TR Efoat
3 <feT Y o7 ARl — A5 T &y ST, R ER & TR, 3R e T
SgeTaTe; ST fARINeT — FETforsh HATARIAT A Y4 ¥, I Yd &l §U foh U Uigioe o &
STeT et TEATT GURT ! SR Il 8, 71 o 3oTehT AT EROT AT & |

The faults with western development

qfReHT faemra Sy @faar
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The second critique of AJR’s framework is that it cannot adequately explain western
development itself.

AJR o BT T QAR JTelTel=TT UE § foh Ig TTREHT faehrer sht 3TRIeT olieh & w181 TS HehclT|

AJR glorify the “good” institutions established in western Europe and its offshoots, but fail to
acknowledge that inclusion in these institutions was only ever partial.

AJR “3TTET” FEAT3HT BT TRIAT el & Y IR JT AR 58k 3Tfeidelt 7 Fmfad g, fthet
g TATPR el H ITAD ¢ [oh ST GEATHT H GHATAL hael 3T AT|

Western development was not driven purely by inclusive, liberal institutions; rather, it was

accompanied by exclusion and cronyism.
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qTRTHT [aehrd shael HATARN, 3R HEATIHT GaRT HATTeld S8l UT; dfedh, S ATY d{gshR
3R emg-srchrsTaTe 8fr &)

e For example, the Industrial Revolution in Britain, often cited as a triumph of inclusive
institutions, was fuelled in part by the exploitation of labour and political and economic
disenfranchisement of large segments of the population.

3c1830T & forg, forest 7 3iieafaie wifd, f8 srerax gaATal GEaT3it i aheldr & €9 # ¢@r
ST &, 31T §9 4 & MW7 3R ATt cieh 3R 3nTes 3t @ dfad o5 g9if ganr
SYT &I TS Y|

® Moreover, the early capitalist state in the West relied on cronyism and corrupt patronage
networks to manage the economy.

SHF 37elTaT, IREH 7 YR (EhaTdY T2 = 3recaaeaT i Jaere e & for a1ms-
HISTTaTE 31X 87sC T84T sicas T] TR fhar|

e This exclusion and cronyism is systematically omitted from AJR’s analysis, perhaps because
acknowledging this would undermine the ideological appeal of their narrative.

Tg AfEsHR R HTS-7cTaTTaTe AIR 3 fI2eivor & Safeed &9 § 3e[Ifedd §, 46 st
o 58 TAPR T T 3A% FATAS 1 JATR el FHASAR & ST |

e Third, their framework was simplistic and ahistorical.
e, 3oTehT STl Fleliehl 3R UTegTifehar & Ige

e In Kicking Away the Ladder (2002), economist Ha-Joon Chang argues that AJR overlook the role

of state intervention and industrial policies in the development of today’s rich countries.
Kicking Away the Ladder (2002) #, 372RIMET Ha-Joon Chang dd aa & [ AR T g&d8iT
3R 3t hfcl Hr sfent a1 31mar & HHey G2l & fasrd 7 Fo3iersT #d 2|

® He points out that many of the nations AJR hold up as examples of “inclusive institutions” —
such as the United States and the United Kingdom — achieved their industrial dominance

through protectionism, state-led economic planning, and other policies that would be
considered “extractive” by AJR’s framework.

FE TAT & [ &% &2 Toloe AIR “HATIRT HEATT” & 3GTEI0T & T H &Il el & — ol foh
TGl T IR TG TSTRATET — o WRETUTATE, TeT-UR e e Aretalr, 3R 3= =Aferai &
ATETH { 3791 S er a<ea g1t o St AIR & a9 & 31eTaR “fsredl” & &9 7 7
S|

e Chang contends that these nations only adopted inclusive, free-market institutions after they
had achieved a certain level of industrialisation and wealth.

Chang 3T g1l & foh SoT =1l ¥ shael el FHTARM, FHebd ST HEAT3HT bl AT ST 3egiad
e rRIeRoT 3R o & veh fARad Tav & ured fha|
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AJR, thus, ignore the broader political economy and strategic role of government policies in
facilitating development.

SATAT, AJR ST JToTeilicieh TFeaaedT AR faehre T Giamsieteh seilel H THRT ATl
YT TereR 81fART Y FoR3ieTeT A &

Fourth, AJR’s institutional framework oversimplifies the complex historical processes that

shaped institutions.
T, AJR T TEATITT AT 371 STTcel UTdglaeh TThaTHT ol TXel ST Gl & olegiel TEATHT
T fovaAToT foRam|

Frederick Cooper (2002) and Mahmood Mamdani (1996) have highlighted how colonial
institutions were more than simply “extractive” or “inclusive”.

Frederick Cooper (2002) 31 Mahmood Mamdani (1996) FTQ’&THHTHT%%EWQW papssiiy
hael “ferehrar” a7 “gaTaRlY” T A of|
In many cases, colonial powers imposed hybrid institutions, mixing local governance structures

with imposed authority, leading to diverse post-colonial outcomes that AJR’s binary framework
cannot adequately explain.

&S AT H, 3ufaaiiar afeal o grefos FEaTd arey i, TAT 2mdsT HIa=A13 1 49 7w
IR o A1 AR, fae sufeaei oot 7 fafawar 3ng 3 AR F gfasmair e &
HATEIH T 37T deh T THSIS 181 ol Fehel |

On colonial institutions

Fufaaeha gEamsi @
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Fifth, AJR’s framework overlooks the lasting impact of colonial institutions, which were designed
to extract wealth and reinforce structural dependencies, benefiting metropoles at the expense
of colonies.

qTrdl, AJR T ST 39Tl TEAT3 & Ererahifoleh THTd I ARG T &, Sit qufa
foremTeret 3R EXaITcH RT3 St Fogd et & v f3ammset dr o$ o, foraa ARt
I TR & T IR AT g3

This aligns with the dependency theory, which argues that the Global North’s development

came from exploiting the Global South.

I AR Ficuia & A1 A WidT 8, S deh HdT & [ dfRaes 3a¥ 1 faere dRaes gfaror &
QASOT & 37T

For instance, in Africa, colonial powers established extractive institutions to siphon off
resources, leaving countries such as Congo impoverished despite their natural wealth.

3TEX0T & forg, 3nhrer 7, sufadeie afaqat « garest &1 e & fov e geae
T i, Torad Fiem Sif G2t 1 SeTeht TTehfcies HUfl & Srarslg IIe ©I3 fam ar|
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e By simplifying institutional development as a matter of “choice,” AJR downplay how colonialism
entrenched inequalities, leading to underdevelopment in former colonies while enabling
European prosperity.

HEATIT fehIE ol “ToATd” & HIHA o FG H T 11T, AIR g i 3Tehdl ¢ foh 3ufaiaerarg
o AT T HE AT T, THEH I Fufrait 7 HfIehrd g3 ST feh i aagfa
1 Ha&TA foha|

e The Economics Nobel Prize celebrates AJR’s work, but their Eurocentric framework falls short of
representing the Global South.

IHAATET H SNl GIERR AIR o HIH T ST HeATT &, elfehed SeTehl JUUT higd o< dftaeh
& fa1uT & Fidfe fied el H 31HBel Bl & |

e It oversimplifies history and ignores diverse development paths, limiting its relevance in

explaining varied development trajectories.

IE S &I T F11 & & 3R fafayr fera aoh & seed axar g, oraw g afdesr
T 9T & GHSATS 7 3790 TTE P enar SR = Sar gl
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Fair trade
India must develop a transparent
carbon trade policy

head of the 29th edition of the Confe-

rence of Parties in Baku, Azerbaijan, next

month, there is renewed energy in go-
vernment circles to accelerate Indian industry’s
transition to carbon markets. While the broader
theme of this edition of the COP is increasing am-
bition on climate finance, a key item on the agen-
da is clarity on carbon markets. A specific section
under the Paris Climate Agreement of 2015,
called Article 6, lays the contours under which
carbon markets — or the enabling of trading of
prevented greenhouse gas emissions among
countries —can be operationalised. Carbon mar-
kets incentivise climate action by enabling par-
ties to trade in carbon credits generated by the re-
duction or removal of greenhouse gases from the
atmosphere, such as by switching from fossil
fuels to renewable energy or enhancing or con-
serving carbon stocks in ecosystems such as for-
ests. Subsections within Article 6 provide guide-
lines on what kinds of carbon-reduction activities
and verification mechanisms are permissible,
and how countries may enter into bilateral agree-
ments so that emission reductions in one country
may be legally claimed by another.

While carbon markets came into existence
nearly two decades ago, they have been plagued
by opacity and criticism that they only created
the illusion of emission reductions. Although
such markets have revived, confusion remains
about how credits may be verified. There is opti-
mism that Baku may see a final resolution of this
problem and that the first legal credits may begin
to be claimed by countries next year. India, due
to its voluntary commitment to generate half its
electricity from non-fossil energy sources by
2030, stands to gain as a host of several carbon-
reduction projects. Additionally, there are also
mushrooming private sector enterprises in India
setting up innovative forestry projects that re-
portedly lock carbon and can be claimed as cre-
dits by multinational companies, traded through
so-called voluntary carbon markets. India’s iron
and steel industries are among the nine types of
industries expected to meet emission intensity
standards by 2025. By restricting the amount of
carbon per unit of production, this will, depend-
ing on regulatory enforcement, formally kick-
start India’s carbon market. However, this will in-
vite complex calculations and, given the expe-
rience of a related energy-efficiency trading
scheme, run the risk of not exerting enough pres-
sure on companies to comply. While calculating
carbon saved is a fraught exercise, India must
" aim, through its research institutions and author-
ities, to evolve a transparent and fair policy that is
on a par with the best internationally.
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Fair trade (26 October)

India must develop a transparent carbon
trade policy

29th Edition of the Conference of Parties in Baku

% A NIEAT F 29 FEFIOT FT FFAAT

e Ahead of the 29th edition of the Conference of
Parties in Baku, Azerbaijan, next month, there is
renewed energy in government circles to accelerate
Indian industry’s transition to carbon markets.

39Tl HET AT & aF 7 qrfeal F 298 HEHIOT &
FFASA F Tgol, TR goTehl H AR 36197 Sl HIdeT

Are 7 o @ gRafdd F¥e T A7 A E

e While the broader theme of this edition of the COP
is increasing ambition on climate finance, a key item
on the agenda is clarity on carbon markets.

COP & H HEHVT ohl AT A5 Srerarg a1
HECATehI&TT SGI=T &, olfehel Tois H Ueh HEY Toig Hralet
At o Tosear arer o B

Paris Climate Agreement’s Article 6

IRE STerary FASI 1 33T 6

e A specific section under the Paris Climate
Agreement of 2015, called Article 6, lays the contours
under which carbon markets — or the enabling of
trading of prevented greenhouse gas emissions
among countries — can be operationalised.

2015 % IR STerayg THFA F TEd IFFe0T 6 U AV
AT B, S 38 & ! fe R &l & e agd #reer
ATHE (IT 2T & ST WehY 1€ M3 3 Sl &1

SR W&TH &HAT) GAT oI [T ST AehaT 2|

e Carbon markets incentivise climate action by
enabling parties to trade in carbon credits generated
by the reduction or removal of greenhouse gases
from the atmosphere, such as by switching from
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fossil fuels to renewable energy or enhancing or conserving carbon stocks in
ecosystems such as forests.

HTeleT FHTehe T HTST H IR T AT G STy FRATS T TGTAT &l &, S ATATeRor
 MeTe13H AT Y FH AT FETHT 3cUeT 81 &, ST SNanRH ST & ANFIONT FaAT H deord
7 gt oY IR Teh Junfordt 7 srdeT $ISR ST TRET0T AT HaT |

Subsections within Article 6 provide guidelines on what kinds of carbon-reduction
activities and verification mechanisms are permissible, and how countries may enter

into bilateral agreements so that emission reductions in one country may be legally
claimed by another.

HTEDE 6 & ITYUNT H Ig ATGL G a1 § o et wrelel arfafaftat sik segmoer a=
fore 9R & T €, 3R Ha Sor gfaaafia gasitar 7 vaer T Gohd & difeh T qer H
Scqatal # Fetdt &l el T & g@R SaRT &TaT fohaT 5T Heh|

Challenges in Carbon Markets

mmﬁgﬂ‘tﬁm‘f

While carbon markets came into existence nearly two decades ago, they have been
plagued by opacity and criticism that they only created the illusion of emission
reductions.

BTl Toh ShTaeT ATHE TS &1 G2AF Ug ITedcd A 3T, ifhed 3T ITgsedr 31 TA=TAT Fr
HTHAT AT I3T Toh SHA chaol 3coiel H Hheldl o fe@Tar fohar|

Although such markets have revived, confusion remains about how credits may be
verified.

QA AThe & Teasitiad glel & STasie, J€ 3 o1l §37T ¢ foh HiETH T S Feamfad fpar s
HhTE|

There is optimism that Baku may see a final resolution of this problem and that the
first legal credits may begin to be claimed by countries next year.

g 3T T ST TEY © T T 3 30 TAEAT 7 AT FHATUTT ST Y AT Fehed1 § 31 3raret
TSl ST GART Gg FTefell HTST T &TaT foh T ST HhAT & |

India’s Position and Potential Benefits

TR 1 feufa sttt ganfaa amer
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India, due to its voluntary commitment to generate half its electricity from non-
fossil energy sources by 2030, stands to gain as a host of several carbon-reduction
projects.
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HIC, 3791 2030 TF IR-SHaTRA FaAT iat @ 3mef fasrelt seaeet w3et 1 wdeos widageudr
% PRUT, FE FlaeT-UeT TRAISAATIN T ATl alet T o1eqfead gl GehdT g

Additionally, there are also mushrooming private sector enterprises in India setting up
innovative forestry projects that reportedly lock carbon and can be claimed as
credits by multinational companies, traded through so-called voluntary carbon
markets.

=g 3TaRerd, SR & A= a7 HY Fafaat off Joi A 391 W & Y Fde a7 IRAS=T
TR X TET 8, ST FIT Y HTGGYH I & IR [Sloc FACoF HIaeT AThe & ATLTH &
TGS HUAAT SIRT HfST & T H 24T TRl ST FhAT &

Iron and Steel Industry Targets

R 3 T 3T F T8y

India’s iron and steel industries are among the nine types of industries expected to
meet emission intensity standards by 2025.

HIRA & og 3 FeT 3T 37 At IR & It & & § g 2025 a Scqoiet diaar
HTTI 1 O &l I 371G & |

By restricting the amount of carbon per unit of production, this will, depending on
regulatory enforcement, formally kickstart India’s carbon market.

T SIS IcUTesT U el Y ATET FT TAT Flh, Tg, TS qader & 3maR w),
TR & A SR FHT FldeT AHE YE A

Complexities and Need for Policy

Sfeeran 3itx Afa i smaegwar
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However, this will invite complex calculations and, given the experience of a related
energy-efficiency trading scheme, run the risk of not exerting enough pressure on
companies to comply.

glelifeh, Tg SAfeer A0 BT ITATIT Ham 3N Haftra FaiT-gavar e Asret & 3e7era
még,ﬁmwm%mwmmaﬁWWmml

While calculating carbon saved is a fraught exercise, India must aim, through its
research institutions and authorities, to evolve a transparent and fair policy that is
on a par with the best internationally.

STaIfeh FTeer Y T T IAVTAT AT hidel &, HRA Y MG T Toh T T IHTHTT FEATAT 3R
HTAFIRAT & ATeTT T v ureelt 3 Asger Aifa AT et o1 T @ S HaRTSET
AT o 36T 81|
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People feeding grains to pigeons on the Nizam-era Musallam Jung Bridge, in Hyderabad. The common city pigeon, a feral descendant of the Eurasian rock dove, according to the State of India’s Birds-2023 report, is the most thriving bird in India. NAGARA GOPAL
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Faith and fowl play

There’s no bird like the pigeon — they are known for their elegance, intelligence and military-like skills, and hold

arevered place in many cultures. But there is a dark side to this admiration: the act of feeding and maintaining

close association with this avian species can pose serious health risks, finds B. Pradeep

ombed over and dressed in white, Raju

Dewasi, a middle-aged hardware busi-

nessman, arrives at the Mussalam Jung

Bridge, one of the oldest bridges of
Hyderabad, around 10 a.m., later than usual be-
cause it was a Sunday.

The lean man grabs a small box of multigrain
mix from a shop nearby, removes his leather
chappals, and gets ready to feed the pigeons in
the vicinity. He joins his palms in prayer to the
birds and the sun before paying 320 to the grain
vendor.

With clockwork precision, Raju then briskly
enters the Gaushala (cow shelter) opposite the
bridge, where fresh green grass is being unload-
ed from a mini truck. He feeds the cows behind
iron partitions, circumambulates them, and
three minutes later, starts his motorcycle to head
out.
“Pigeons heal graha peeda (malefic effects of
planets). They remove hindrances in business
and improve human relationships,” Raju, a resi-
dent of Goshamahal area, a few kilometres from
the bridge, says. For Raju, who was born and
raised in Rajasthan and has made Hyderabad his
second home like the many traders, feeding pige-
ons is a daily ritual.

The common city pigeon, a feral descendant
of the Eurasian rock dove, according to the State
of India’s Birds-2023 report, is the most thriving
bird in India. From 2012 to 2018, its population
surged by over 150%. While reduced human ac-
tivity during the COVID-19 years (2018-2020)
caused a temporary dip, recent data shows that
feral pigeon numbers have not only bounced
back but are now surpassing pre-pandemic le-
vels. Scientists attribute this rapid growth to ur-
banisation, easy access to food, and habitat
abundance in cities, crowding out other bird
species.

From spreading allergens through droppings
and feathers that cause lung diseases in humans
to posing a threat near runways by increasing
bird-aircraft collisions, the pigeon has earned a
reputation as “an opportunist bird, an urban me-
nace”, according to scientists and clinicians.

Like Raju worships pigeons, N. Vinod Goud re-
veres them. A techie and pigeon fancier for 14
years, he owns and selectively breeds about 100
homing pigeons, all pedigreed nationally and in-
ternationally. His birds are categorised as sprin-
ters, middle-distance flyers, stocks, breeders,
and squabs. In his duplex house in Sainikpuri, in
the northeast part of Hyderabad, Vinod has built
a special pigeon loft with four small rooms, each
meshed against pests, fitted with grill-protected
exhaust fans, ceiling fans, and mosquito repel-
lents. The pigeons, housed on the terrace, are li-
censed as pets by the Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation.

“All they are fed is 30 grams of all-mix grain,
per day, per bird at 8 p.m., and a small measure
of grit — a mixture of shell and red stone for bet-
ter digestion. Care also includes weekly bath in
essential bath salts for hygiene, removing skin
flakes and allergens, and periodic vitamin and
amino tonics for muscle repair and strength,” he
explains.

Homing pigeons are visibly distinct, showing a
sleek symmetry and structure with slender
necks, supple and lustrous feathers, and strong
plumage. A life ring on their leg for identification
and striking eyes with the iris colour ranging
from yellow to deep orange, reddish-brown, and
pearl white add intensity and hint at their myste-

Pigeons heal
graha peeda
(malefic
effects of
planets).
They remove
hindrances
in business
and improve
relationships.
RAJUDEWASI,

Businessman
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rious navigational skills. While homing pigeons
have a lifespan of 15 to 20 years, feral pigeons
typically live up to five years.

The oldest bird in Vinod’s loft is a 12-year-old
Indian homer. His champion pigeon, also an In-
dian homer, was bred by him and returned first
in the 500-km category when liberated in Karan-
ji, Maharashtra, in 2020.

“If my son has a fever, my wife or the grandpa-
rents take care of him. But if anything is to hap-
pen to the pigeons, I am their only parent,” he
says, remembering the death of his birds. Past
lessons are the reason for his obsession with
cleanliness as well as bird and personal hygiene.

The 38-year-old also recollects the death of fel-
low pigeon fancier Shaik Nissar, who suspectedly
succumbed to bird fancier’s lung disease. “We
club members would hear his laboured breath-
ing and his difficulty in speaking. He was close
with the birds; he would literally have birds in his
bedroom or sleep in the loft,” he says.

‘Smart, strong and sacred’

According to Ashutosh Singh, scientist (avian
physiology and genetics) at the Salim Ali Centre
for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), Ta-
mil Nadu, the strong features of pigeons are an
evolutionary adaptation. Pigeons can taste, diffe-
rentiate between food types, have excellent vi-
sion, memory and navigation skills.

“It is more likely that feral pigeons would
choose processed food such as chips, bread and
biscuits over grain, which is heavier, takes time
for digestion and increases its weight during
flight. They eat often, taking advantage of free
food availability, because of its energy require-
ment for flight,” he explains.

Singh also refers to the study on feeding beha-
viour of pigeons conducted by R.M. Little of Fitz-
Patrick Institute in 1993, published in the South
African Journal of Zoology: “Crop (section of Oe-
sophagus in pigeon digestive system to store food
for later digestion) contents examined in 48 rock
pigeons and 32 feral rock pigeons showed that
88% ferals fed on processed cereals and 100%
rock pigeons fed on whole wheat foraged from
stubble. Both the flock of birds used to travel 15-
20 km from roosting sites in Cape Town to farm-
lands to feed, but they separated at the farms to
choose their food type.” The study examined
their behaviours for two austral summers.

Given the drastic rise in population of feral pi-
geons and rampant overfeeding in cities — earn-
ing them the nickname “rats with wings” — re-
searchers Dirk H.R. Spennemann and Maggie J.
Watson’s study on the dietary habits and excreta
of urban pigeons at the Institute for Land, Water
and Society: Charles Sturt University, Australia,
explain more about the bird: “Pigeons store large
quantities of food in their crops and need only a
few minutes to fill it. They digest the majority of
their food stored in the crop while resting during
the dark periods, primarily to maintain their
thermocontrol through shivering. The total daily
mass of excreta is related to volume of food con-
sumed and it ranges from 11 gm to 26 gm within a
24-hour period. A single pigeon can generate up-
to 12 kg excreta per year”.

Behaviourally, feral pigeons were found to be:
“highly opportunistic flock feeders, have a pro-
ducer/scrouger dynamic — certain birds have the
skill to find food while some are watching for
signs that others have found food. They defecate
before taking off as part of the fit-for-flight
hypothesis”.
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Feral pigeons, depending on food availability
and climate, can breed round the year, typically
laying two eggs per clutch with an incubation pe-
riod of 18 days.

But unlike science, it is often faith that dictates
actions.

According to Bombay Natural History Society
ENVIS (Environmental Information System)
Centre on Avian Ecology, under the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, pigeon/ dove is one of
the 12 sacred birds of India: “It is said that Shiva
and Parvati live in the form of a male and female
dove called Kapoteshvara and Kapoteshvari res-
pectively in the Amarnath Cave.” On the list in the
‘kids centre’, on bnhsenvis.nic.in, it is also the
only ‘sacred bird” without its scientific name (Co-
lumba livia) mentioned.

Both the Bible and the Quran contain multiple
references to birds, with pigeons symbolising
peace, purity, harmlessness, humility, and crea-
tion, often appearing in the context of sacrifice
and offering. “Pigeons are abundant in Mecca
(the holiest site in Islam) too. It is said that God
gave them a special status; the relationship bet-

ween the visitors
and pigeons at
QQ masjids and dar-
gahs is very old

and a tradition
While Hypersensitive now,” says city-
Pneumonitis and based fancier Igbal
Interstitial Lung Diseases ~ Khan.
are most common He believes one

of the reasons that
many pigeon fan-
ciers come from
the Muslim com-

among pigeon breeders,
anyone exposed to
allergens from pigeons’

feathers and droppings  munity is that their
isatrisk. holy scripture em-
A 2016 STUDY phasises  mercy

and compassion
towards all living creatures. He also notes that the
city’s tradition of kabutarbazi (pigeon keeping
and fancying) as a hobby plays a significant role
in fostering this early influence.

Urban pests and disruptors

From a public health perspective, scientists
strongly consider pigeons “problem animals and
urban pests.” While Hypersensitive Pneumonitis
(HP) and Interstitial Lung Diseases (ILD), a group
of diseases which cause lung fibrosis, are most
common among pigeon breeders, anyone ex-
posed to allergens from pigeons’ feathers and
droppings is at risk. A 2016 study conducted in 19
Indian cities between 2012 and 2015, covering
1,084 patients, found that 47.3% had hypersensi-
tive pneumonitis, making it the most common
new-onset ILD in the country.

Pigeons and their droppings are reservoirs for
Cryptococcus neoformans, a fungus that causes
infections when fungal spores are inhaled, as well
as Candida and other zoonotic yeasts that infect
the oropharyngeal cavity, gastrointestinal tract,
vaginal tract, and skin.

A 2023 study by Vallabhbhai Patel Chest Insti-
tute in Delhi highlighted that HP (Hypersensitive
Pneumonitis) is a common form of ILD even in in-
dividuals without occupational exposure. In one
case, about 17% of 500 asthmatics tested showed
pigeon antigen reactivity, potentially contribut-
ing to the rise in asthma cases in inner-city areas.

Hyderabad-based clinician Sharanya Kumar, a
senior consultant in heart and lung transplant,
says chronic HP gradually leads to lung fibrosis:
“It starts with dry cough, weakness, discomfort
in chest and breathlessness. Its prognosis is poor
and can be detected and treated only after Com-
puted Tomography of chest and lung biopsy”.

In November 2018, Principal Scientist at SA-
CON, P. Pramod with his team, at the request of
GMR Hyderabad Aviation Limited, studied bird-
strike hazard in and around the Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, including the Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ) located within it.

“The blue rock pigeon and Red-wattled lapw-
ing were observed to be the dominant species
close to the runway. The levels of diversity and
bird activity in the built-up area of SEZ are very
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low. However, blue rock pigeons were found to
be roosting on the roof of the main building of the
company,” the March-July study in the 10-km ra-
dius of the airport stated.

“Bird strikes are high risk. They can break the
windshields and cause emergencies, enter the
aircraft’s engine and disrupt the performance,
apart from the huge costs. Flight delays and can-
cellations are common,” he explains.

A comparative analysis of wildlife collisions
with aircraft in India (1966-2018), published by
the Defence Life Science Journal in 2020, re-
vealed that pigeons caused 32 strikes between
2010 and 2018. In the same period, Black Kites
caused the most strikes (77), followed by Swifts
(69). Initially, in the 1980s, identifying the species
was considered the solution to mitigating wildlife
strikes, which posed serious economic and safety
risks to aviation. However, 20 years later, the
number of species involved has almost doubled,
the study noted. B

According to the Ministry of Civil Aviation’s
2022 annual report, a total of 2,077 wildlife
strikes were recorded across the industry.

Pramod, also the Head of Nature Education at
SACON, warns that overfeeding pigeons, which
artificially boosts their population, poses a threat
to both their natural habitat and human popula-
tion. While he advises authorities on best practic-
es to mitigate bird-aircraft collisions, he empha-
sises that the most effective way for the public to
keep pigeons away is to stop feeding them.

He is currently leading bird hazard studies at
eight airports across the country.

The protein bridge

Back on the Mussalam Jung Bridge, rodents also
emerge from the crevices of the old structure to
nibble on the grain scattered for pigeons.

Built between 1894 and 1901, the bridge was
inaugurated by the then Nizam, who described it
as “a handsome and useful structure”.

Now colloquially referred to as the ‘Muslim
Bridge’, the 250-metre stretch, overlooking the
Telangana High Court and towers above the Musi
River, serves as a carpet of multigrains for pige-
ons and a mosaic of leftovers for rodents.

“Who will feed them if we don’t? It is the doc-
tors that are spreading diseases by just controll-
ing them and not eradicating, and not these pige-
ons. Only Ayurveda can eradicate diseases,”
argues a middle-aged man in a silk dhoti and pho-
tochromic glasses on the bridge. He had just
brought a five-kg bag of phutana dal to feed pige-
ons and identifies himself as Sharma.

The Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corpora-
tion Act, 1955, provides for “destruction of ver-
min, birds or animals causing danger or nui-
sance, and confinement or destruction of stray
dogs”. However, activists note that the GHMC’s
campaign concerning pigeons has not been sus-
tainable. One notable effort involved trapping
around 500 pigeons from the Moazzam Jahi Mar-
ket in 2019 and releasing them into Srisailam For-
est. The market, due to its heritage value, was de-
clared a no-feeding zone and underwent
renovation at a cost of ¥15 crore.

The Pigeon Welfare Association of Hyderabad,
located in Koti, is another case in point. Esta-
blished in 1941, the Kimtee Prem Tower kabutark-
haana, maintained by the traders of Sultan Ba-
zaar in their residential community park, had
been home to thousands of pigeons. However,
this once grain-laden park has recently begun to
show green patches of grass, and the tower re-
mains sealed with plastic sheet. The association
decided to shut it in early 2023 after its members
reported breathing difficulties, with a few diag-
nosed with pulmonary fibrosis.

Meanwhile, on the ‘Muslim Bridge’, toddlers
are left to roam like in a park while their grandpa-
rents teach them how to feed pigeons. Young
couples take advantage of the picturesque setting
for pre-wedding photos, bird lovers irrespective
of religion empty bags of grain for the birds, and
vendors hustle for quick sales.

Overhead, the well-fed pigeons perch on the
dozen electric lines and cables crisscrossing the
sky, resembling festive bunting of their own.
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Faith and fowl play (26 October)
3T 3R 73T 1 WA (26 IFER)
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Combed over and dressed in white, Raju Dewasi, a middle-aged hardware businessman, arrives
at the Mussalam Jung Bridge, one of the oldest bridges of Hyderabad, around 10 a.m., later than
usual because it was a Sunday.

TG HUST 7 HAREHN, TS| ST, Teh FET I J7 o FTSAAT TG, BeXTa1E & & et
el H 3 Th FFCH 19T il T I8 10 ot T &, St b IFATR et o HROT AT
AT AL

The lean man grabs a small box of multigrain mix from a shop nearby, removes his leather
chappals, and gets ready to feed the pigeons in the vicinity.

TG Gl JTTCHT UTH T Ueh Gehlel A Hoclalel (g &l Teh BICT [Seall ofdl 8, 310e1 TS i
ToUTel foXehTelal § 31 3918 & Sl T @let o felT AR It 5 |

He joins his palms in prayer to the birds and the sun before paying %20 to the grain
vendor.

ag TTaTal 3R FIST T IraT H 396l §T SISl & 3R T 31Tt Tashall & 320 & &

With clockwork precision, Raju then briskly enters the Gaushala (cow shelter) opposite the
bridge, where fresh green grass is being unloaded from a mini truck.

1S, AT HETRAT & AT Gl & FTHA TNRATCT (I 374) F cIoll & FaIT AT 8, ST Teh [Helr
Tk O TSIl 830 818 3dRT ST IET 2|

He feeds the cows behind iron partitions, circumambulates them, and three minutes later, starts
his motorcycle to head out.

gg oI T 918 & NS IMAT i QAT §, 379 IRT 3R TFRL 9T &, 3R e [Rete a1
HYAT AreTaTS el T Y STeX fAherdr 1

“Pigeons heal graha peeda (malefic effects of planets). They remove hindrances in business and

improve human relationships,” Raju, a resident of Goshamahal area, a few kilometres from the
bridge, says.

“She X A IST (U1 h GSTHT) i Eleh el 8 | F SATIR & ST 1 geTd 8 3R AlTd Jaeid
A GUR A 8, T, 511 T A 5 Fehellelex gT TMATHAG o 877 7 el 8, Hear ¢

For Raju, who was born and raised in Rajasthan and has made Hyderabad his second home like
the many traders, feeding pigeons is a daily ritual.

o] & TolT, ST TTeTeT 7 STea ﬁwaagm%‘aﬂ?%maﬁa#a:émmﬁﬁ@rmm
G B =T ol &, SR b W eATelT Teh Sioteh 31eTsor ¢ |
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e The common city pigeon, a feral descendant of the Eurasian rock dove, according to the State of
India’s Birds-2023 report, is the most thriving bird in India.

AT AT e, ST JURAGT Teh ST T STl AT &, % AR R o Tierdr hr [Eufar-
2023 RUIE 7, I8 HRA FHT FGH BeldT-HerdT 9&1T |
e From 2012 to 2018, its population surged by over 150%.

2012ﬁzo1sa?a1a,sﬂﬁaaﬁwﬁlso%ﬁaﬁ$aﬁraﬁ§él

e While reduced human activity during the COVID-19 years (2018-2020) caused a temporary dip,
recent data shows that feral pigeon numbers have not only bounced back but are now
surpassing pre-pandemic levels.

Safeh coviD-19 ast (2018-2020) F &R AT AfATITEAT 7 FaT & FROT IEARY TRMaT
3TS, BTel % 37Tehs el & fo SiaTell shaeRT ohY T o harer aTad 3S &, afoh 31 I8 I8-
HETATY TR I S IR RIS B |

e Scientists attribute this rapid growth to urbanisation, easy access to food, and habitat
abundance in cities, crowding out other bird species.

dMeeh S8 TIoT TashI T A3 QTERR0T, $HYTeT Teh AT g A G H HTATH T T
Frea g, 5T 3w geh yonfaar sfis s €1

e From spreading allergens through droppings and feathers that cause lung diseases in humans to
posing a threat near runways by increasing bird-aircraft collisions, the pigeon has earned a
reputation as “an opportunist bird, an urban menace”, according to scientists and clinicians.

deATfarent 3R Rfhcdent & HTER, ek o HeTdl H HhsT T STHTRET ST HROT setel dTel Hel
3R 4G & ATETH A Tolotel hollel H T ToTd & U ISTeT-T&T cehdral 7 Fefer sleh Tl
8eT X A " IGERATAT T&TT, Toh e TaT" & §9 H Tah IfasaT ured &l & |

e Like Raju worships pigeons, N. Vinod Goud reveres them.
S TS e’ hT YT el &, e el aits 3oTehT Sietm il g

® Atechie and pigeon fancier for 14 years, he owns and selectively breeds about 100 homing

pigeons, all pedigreed nationally and internationally.

14 T & Teh cTehoiehl T 3R e UHT, 3Heb UTH ST87T 100 B1HIT e &, Tl e
3R ITARTSE pedigree & AT |

e His birds are categorised as sprinters, middle-distance flyers, stocks, breeders, and squabs.
3 R T I, AET-GY ISTeAehcii3il, FEIFH, Fofelen! R FerdTed & &9 H Fafiehet fomar
IATEI

® In his duplex house in Sainikpuri, in the northeast part of Hyderabad, Vinod has built a special

pigeon loft with four small rooms, each meshed against pests, fitted with grill-protected exhaust
fans, ceiling fans, and mosquito repellents.

ERTEITG o ST-gat 1T H eleh gl H 370e) gTelerd B H, [aile o TR oI el drell Teh

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

T e o1 QA5 F=TAT B, SiY hiet & GII&I 8, [FIer-sieeres wasiiee tha, difciar tha 3ik
Ao faRaE A o

e The pigeons, housed on the terrace, are licensed as pets by the Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation.

B W W T FH, YN Fe1a16 FfATAT PRI GIRT UTele] STeTail & §9 7 asdd
gred g

e “All they are fed is 30 grams of all-mix grain, per day, per bird at 8 p.m., and a small measure of
grit — a mixture of shell and red stone for better digestion.

“3og il $o ol TSI ST &, T8 8 ¥ ATA ol 9l [T Uiy hec¥ 30 I Fef-FHAoT 31etrot
g, 3R reret § GUR & T Grel 3R el T2 T Teh ST FRS0T & |

e Care also includes weekly bath in essential bath salts for hygiene, removing skin flakes and

allergens, and periodic vitamin and amino tonics for muscle repair and strength,” he explains.

SGHT H Taeadl & ToIT 3Taege S1Y Hiee H AIediige FT, oo & sl 3R Teslq &
gereT, 3R At & #vEaa 3R arerd & o gag-gay ) Jaf@aa ik vfaar eifas
AT §,” 98 IATAT & |

e Homing pigeons are visibly distinct, showing a sleek symmetry and structure with slender necks,
supple and lustrous feathers, and strong plumage.

BT She( X TS &9 F et g1 &, TSt Il ITed, efeliel AR THeheR 9@, 3R Asted g@t
& |1 Gatel HeJoleT IR AT BIe B
e Alife ring on their leg for identification and striking eyes with the iris colour ranging from yellow

to deep orange, reddish-brown, and pearl white add intensity and hint at their mysterious
navigational skills.

3oTeh! UgdTe] & fol¥ R IR Teh Sitdel 3T 3R 317@T 3 godhl IETS o AT rell I ITeT AR,
ATT-ST3T 3T AT T 19T & TTY Io7oh TEETHY ATINAAST 12Tl T Hha S B

e While homing pigeons have a lifespan of 15 to 20 years, feral pigeons typically live up to five
years.

STafes BRI SRt T 31 15 & 20 A Bl §, ST heeR HTHAR TR Ui aY ek Sifaed W&o
gl

® The oldest bird in Vinod’s loft is a 12-year-old Indian homer.
faie; & TSTeT eiTore & He qRIeAT it 12 Hiel Y= HRAT gl B |

e His champion pigeon, also an Indian homer, was bred by him and returned first in the 500-km
category when liberated in Karanji, Maharashtra, in 2020.

3T AT AT, ST Ueh IR 81X 81T §, 39 391 ITelT AT 3R g 2020 H il AGRISS
# 500 faralT Fr Hoft 7 ggely I ler|
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“If my son has a fever, my wife or the grandparents take care of him. But if anything is to
happen to the pigeons, | am their only parent,” he says, remembering the death of his birds.

“IIR A I Y GER G &, A ALY Tt AT eTeT-eTe) IHRT STTe hid 8 | fched 3R Asted
& Y FS &1 A1, a’rﬁé‘rmmﬁmﬁmﬁ” %mmﬁﬂﬁmmy
FEA & |

Past lessons are the reason for his obsession with cleanliness as well as bird and personal
hygiene.

AT & UTG &Y 3Heh THTS o Uidl Siofet 3N 9ferat 3R caiebelaTed Faesdl sl HRUTE |

The 38-year-old also recollects the death of fellow pigeon fancier Shaik Nissar, who suspectedly
succumbed to bird fancier’s lung disease.

38 Nty faiie ATl fster 9ot A iR T 7cg o1 #ff a1e il ©, S Eieasr &9 & fostet
Fad o1 F2olsT & HROT e gy are|

“We club members would hear his laboured breathing and his difficulty in speaking. He was
close with the birds; he would literally have birds in his bedroom or sleep in the loft,” he says.

“GH Fold oh UL SHPT HiSeT aHT IR Selel H HiSATS ol T | T8 YTETAT &b e UT; 3Hb
U FH 38 S58H H 9ail gldl U AT g SToFe A el AT, I8 e o |

Smart, Strong and Sacred

AT, AT A afd=
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According to Ashutosh Singh, scientist (avian physiology and genetics) at the Salim Ali
Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), Tamil Nadu, the strong features of
pigeons are an evolutionary adaptation.

affrereTs & weolter 3reft WeX B JHifTaTaTsh Us sgver REE) (sAcoN) F d=nfare (aft
Reforaaten 3t amegafir)) ameeiy fiE & ITaR, FERT A AT fadvarn o
R g 8|

Pigeons can taste, differentiate between food types, have excellent vision, memory and
navigation skills.

FY TG A T §, WIET THRT ¥ S Hal T Hahdl 8, 3eTeh I cpse Tive, AR 3R
Afaarerst wherer

“It is more likely that feral pigeons would choose processed food such as chips, bread
and biscuits over grain, which is heavier, takes time for digestion and increases its
weight during flight.
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"g 31Tt W ¢ o SioTell Fee THEFa wey ey s forew, 33 sk Rfwe Y srerer
T AT, ST Y YT B, AT F §AT AT ¢ AW 33T & SN SHHT TN Ferav o

e They eat often, taking advantage of free food availability, because of its energy
requirement for flight,” he explains.

F HFE WA §, FIF 337 & FT 3HY ST JMTTFAT & FROT AT WIGT A Iqaetrar
FTATH 3O §," TE T g |

e Singh also refers to the study on the feeding behaviour of pigeons conducted by R.M.
Little of FitzPatrick Institute in 1993, published in the South African Journal of Zoology:

i FIE & Hioe T F SIIFR W 1993 # rgardRs $edege & IR.va. fAfea garr
farw arw sreararer @1 oft w4 ¥, T AT3Y 3rheneT Steter 3T S{atalt & waTfre fna aram:

e “Crop (section of Oesophagus in pigeon digestive system to store food for later
digestion) contents examined in 48 rock pigeons and 32 feral rock pigeons showed that
88% ferals fed on processed cereals and 100% rock pigeons fed on whole wheat
foraged from stubble.

“SIT (FA & Tl a7 7 YT Y a18 H TaTe1 & Forw Farfea e el #1mer) S wreaft 1
T{1aToT 48 TETAT FEAN 3R 32 Sierelt TCeTAT FIAN 7 @rar § f 88% Ferelt Faari
YT TSl THAT A 100% TELTA FI o GH % HTAST F QU A H7 I )

e Both the flock of birds used to travel 15-20 km from roosting sites in Cape Town to
farmlands to feed, but they separated at the farms to choose their food type.

axt g ¥ aftral F gf3 F et & forw 3 evser F iy fsmer wuat & 15-20 Rrelt Ay amr
F, AfFa I Fal R 379a ATl F YHR FT TTA FIA & fT 3791 g v

e The study examined their behaviours for two austral summers.
YT o 3% YAER T ST & e fAATg rfdiat & faw

e Given the drastic rise in population of feral pigeons and rampant overfeeding in cities —
earning them the nickname “rats with wings” — researchers Dirk H.R. Spennemann and
Maggie J. Watson’s study on the dietary habits and excreta of urban pigeons at the
Institute for Land, Water and Society: Charles Sturt University, Australia, explain more
about the bird:

ST FA Y TAHEAT H AT geftr 3R et F srfaafya aftrs @reg smqfd #1 dwa
gU - 37¢ "I} AT g 1 3T AT R - i3t Bk v iR, FRAE SR AR S
ATEHA & HEATA A e AT & aredt ve& gfAafdd 7 (A, srer ik worsr & weyar &
A FIA T ITER el 3R A &F aR A 31f0F AP &

e “Pigeons store large quantities of food in their crops and need only a few minutes to fill it.
“FHa 3T 1T H T AT H ST FART FA § 3R 3/ 31 & Faa Fo Rae awa g

e They digest the majority of their food stored in the crop while resting during the dark
periods, primarily to maintain their thermocontrol through shivering.

Website: patrioticias.in
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PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

q I AT F SR FaramaT FIa THY 39 b1 F Farfea srferpier siterer 't w=ma €, 7w
T F HURA F ATCIH F 39 AIHTT FAZ=07 ) 9110 1@ & fAw)

e The total daily mass of excreta is related to the volume of food consumed and it ranges
from 11 gm to 26 gm within a 24-hour period.

Hl FT Fel afeidh Joiel WIT T Sorel AN A FaAT AR aTg 24 e F sl 11 M7 A 26
TH F AT ar

e A single pigeon can generate up to 12 kg of excreta per year.
U 37l FHIaT Tia a¥ 12 FFalaIme 9 e $T I F qHaAT |

e Behaviourally, feral pigeons were found to be: “highly opportunistic flock feeders, have a
producer/scrounger dynamic — certain birds have the skill to find food while some are
watching for signs that others have found food.

SR T W, SaTell FEAT UTT T §: “HcATqF HTEATET 3{3 HIST, U 3cUIGH/THEI
afefieran t@d § - Fo vfEral & ur siee e i a79rar @1l § Faf e 77 dwa ¥ faw

IRt w3 § 6 3w afarat o sisreT @ g
e They defecate before taking off as part of the fit-for-flight hypothesis.”
¥ 3391 # fire T & Riguia & RS & T A 339 371 & I8 AT Fd &

e Feral pigeons, depending on food availability and climate, can breed round the year,
typically laying two eggs per clutch with an incubation period of 18 days.

STelt FEA, W ITATAT HR TeAaTg F TR T, [Tl I FoTeToT FX Tl ¢, HHAN T
Y 313 wfey aiwer & @y 18 @Y Y FvaATaa srafr g 81

e But unlike science, it is often faith that dictates actions.
Afret e & faadia, srax freara & franait &1 fruior Fear 81

e According to Bombay Natural History Society ENVIS (Environmental Information
System) Centre on Avian Ecology, under the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
pigeon/dove is one of the 12 sacred birds of India:

i A T WATSE ENVIS (TATIROT FIIT JOTTeh) g F A, St gaft arikfPafahr
TX TR &, TATaROT 3 a1 AT & T8, FIAY/FIR ARG § 12 TRF vl A d o

e ‘“l|tis said that Shiva and Parvati live in the form of a male and female dove called
Kapoteshvara and Kapoteshvari respectively in the Amarnath Cave.”

“grgT STt & T TR 3itx ardelt 3retry a7t F Farer: Falaeaw 3R FNAead A 7 Ak
AT FeR & T A @ §1”

e On the list in the ‘kids centre’, on bnhsenvis.nic.in, it is also the only ‘sacred bird’ without
its scientific name (Columba livia) mentioned.

bnhsenvis.nic.in 9T 'frgd dex A @t A, 7 oft varaAra afaT walr § o danfas sy
(Columba livia) Fl?l' fear ?MT%'I
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e Both the Bible and the Quran contain multiple references to birds, with pigeons
symbolising peace, purity, harmlessness, humility, and creation, often appearing in the
context of sacrifice and offering.

ars e 3R e Xt 7 uftral &7 %% IR seorw frar 7 €, foraed Faae aifa, afae,
gIfeR TR, Rstardn 3R goret 1 yells a1 &, Y s/ aforgrer 31k 3rdor & west & Rad &
gl

e “Pigeons are abundant in Mecca (the holiest site in Islam) too.
“FT HFHT (FEATH & T8 gfaT T4el) 7 sy ygar A )

e |tis said that God gave them a special status;
HET SATdT § o 91aTeT of 3o¢ U Ay &=t feam §;

e the relationship between the visitors and pigeons at masjids and dargahs is very old and
a tradition now,” says city-based fancier Igbal Khan.

Aftrat 3R axammel o meiqt 3R Rt & e 1 Ha TG AT ¢ IR 7T TH WRIE,”
e & el shaTel @ FEd
e He believes one of the reasons that many pigeon fanciers come from the Muslim

community is that their holy scripture emphasises mercy and compassion towards all
living creatures.

¢ ATAA ¢ % F§ Fa hHR ARTTH THET F 3T HT T FROT I8 ¢ 6 3ahr 9fa frama
wsit Sfial & iy g2 3 wergsfer s S A B

e He also notes that the city’s tradition of kabutarbazi (pigeon keeping and fancying) as a
hobby plays a significant role in fostering this early influence.

% 9% &Y Tara § T e Y Faaarsit (FIa aeen 3R 37 9H0g F:1) H WU AdlF F
T H 38 IRIAF Torra i Fgrar &t # Ageaqor sfAw famch @

Urban pests and disruptors

e From a public health perspective, scientists strongly consider pigeons “problem animals
and urban pests.”

ST EqTELY & TieHIoT A, it 1 A § fF Faw "wHEn e A agdr e §

e While Hypersensitive Pneumonitis (HP) and Interstitial Lung Diseases (ILD), a group of
diseases which cause lung fibrosis, are most common among pigeon breeders, anyone
exposed to allergens from pigeons’ feathers and droppings is at risk.

BT FURA AT wIAIATSEH (HP) 3R FeXfeRrge oer Bfier (1LD), St Hwst
FTSH A T FROT Tl §, FAT TTel=T aTel] 7 T4 319 §, Afret Y 3t et & wat silx
AT A Telolel & Y& A 31T, 39 Af@A gl

e A 2016 study conducted in 19 Indian cities between 2012 and 2015, covering 1,084
patients, found that 47.3% had hypersensitive pneumonitis, making it the most common
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new-onset ILD in the country.

2012 ¥ 2015 & 1T 19 HRART A A fFT 30 v 3reqa=T &, fSwa 1,084 Vel eanfAer &, araw
T T 47.3% I gERARATRET RS 4T, Y 3@ &2 F HIW WA AT-YA ILD FA1aT
gl

e Pigeons and their droppings are reservoirs for Cryptococcus neoformans, a fungus that
causes infections when fungal spores are inhaled, as well as Candida and other
zoonotic yeasts that infect the oropharyngeal cavity, gastrointestinal tract, vaginal tract,
and skin.

FaaR AR 371 A FFrciwiaw AAeHeH, TF Gy F fow iR €, S erer dtarmorst &
ST g1t I HHAVT HT HROT Fo7cll 8, T & $i231 3R 3y Fafes Mee st
b dfesrae Hfad), st yomred, A Art 3k ca=r i @FfAa Fa €

e A 2023 study by Vallabhbhai Patel Chest Institute in Delhi highlighted that HP
(Hypersensitive Pneumonitis) is a common form of ILD even in individuals without
occupational exposure.

feeelt & gecrres qeor A¥e SFege ganT 2023 # fFT AT U LTI A I§ IIANR AT
HP (FERETATET FgATSw) ILD #1 v AT T §, 1o § afFaa) &1 sarawfs g%
TEN

e In one case, about 17% of 500 asthmatics tested showed pigeon antigen reactivity,
potentially contributing to the rise in asthma cases in inner-city areas.

TF ATHA H, 500 IEAAT AFAAT 7 @ T’ 17% A Faa torer RufFeiadt fGwms, st e ®
3ET IEAAT & ATHe A & 7 AT F FHhall ¢

e Hyderabad-based clinician Sharanya Kumar, a senior consultant in heart and lung
transplant, says chronic HP gradually leads to lung fibrosis: “It starts with dry cough,

weakness, discomfort in chest and breathlessness. Its prognosis is poor and can be
detected and treated only after Computed Tomography of chest and lung biopsy.”

veraTe i RfFcas AR FAR, S 763 AR $Het & TARIIor # aRss FaeHR ¢, Fed!
¢ i wifas Hp -6 $ost & wreafaa 1 3 o 1T 3 “ag @ @, FAa, @i F
FHFAAT I A Foret ¥ X ST § | ST s1fasaamoh @ § 31 5@ Faa o fraeges

SAITA 3T FH3T F qrATcH! F a1g &) ggarn IHR ITAR fFAr T Ewargl”

e In November 2018, Principal Scientist at SACON, P. Pramod with his team, at the
request of GMR Hyderabad Aviation Limited, studied birdstrike hazard in and around the
Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, including the Special Economic Zone (SEZ) located
within it.
sTqe} 2018 &, SACON & RifAver wrEfewe, . walg & 3r9eit & & AT, GMR EeETE
efavers faffies & ey o1, Teita et asdT gars 3733 & 3wy 3R 3WE 3T ua

ey 3 a1 (SEZ) H TSTCTEH @A T I7CTI fohaT|
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e “The blue rock pigeon and Red-wattled lapwing were observed to be the dominant
species close to the runway.

"ofIeY T FAT I ATT-TF ATIFAT Y Terd F FHT T ToMferdl & T 7 @7 47|
e The levels of diversity and bird activity in the built-up area of SEZ are very low.

SEza:ﬁﬁamﬁﬁaﬁﬁumsﬁTwhmﬁﬁﬁa?wagaw%l

e However, blue rock pigeons were found to be roosting on the roof of the main building of
the company,” the March-July study in the 10-km radius of the airport stated.

BT, e TEeTeT FE@T FIA1 1 AT SART 1 Bl I I Tl e 1w §,” §ars 753 &
10 Y & R A AT-FAT$ F IreqqT & FeT 7147|

e “Bird strikes are high risk. They can break the windshields and cause emergencies,
enter the aircraft’'s engine, and disrupt the performance, apart from the huge costs.

"qeft ThT 3T ANFH A &1 3 Asefies F as = & 311 3mura AT 3o FTaFS
£, FaATeT & g91eT & YU FT FAF ¢ 3R veda i a1fa S FFd §, 39 romar a3 @ s
gl

e Flight delays and cancellations are common,” he explains.
"357e1 # 8 3 TR AT €, g Tara §

e A comparative analysis of wildlife collisions with aircraft in India (1966-2018), published

by the Defence Life Science Journal in 2020, revealed that pigeons caused 32 strikes
between 2010 and 2018.

AR # FAATT ¥ IoIiia THUET T TF JeleAlcHF [aee¥0T (1966-2018), SiY 2020 # 3w
AT WISH STetel GART THTTRACT FHAT a1, F Tg GorraT fFam B el & 2010 & 2018 & ofier

32 T4 fU|
e In the same period, Black Kites caused the most strikes (77), followed by Swifts (69).
Y 3rafr &, Frar el o 9@ 30T eha 5T (77), 39S 1€ TawFe (69) F1 AT W@

e Initially, in the 1980s, identifying the species was considered the solution to mitigating
wildlife strikes, which posed serious economic and safety risks to aviation.

EIHTA H, 1980 F FUF H, TATAT Y TG F I THFG Y FH FIA $T HATTT HeAT
T 4, St fasATeter & forw a7sfiv anfdies ik geam @ ey O

e However, 20 years later, the number of species involved has almost doubled, the study
noted.

gTCAITe, 20 WIS A1, IEATT F TATAT o A Torferat Y HEAT oerster it Y 7S ¥l

e According to the Ministry of Civil Aviation’s 2022 annual report, a total of 2,077 wildlife
strikes were recorded across the industry.

AR 335 HATTT HY 2022 F1 ¥ R F IHTAR, 35T F Fel 2,077 T=qSA T THFIG
&t fh arw|
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Pramod, also the Head of Nature Education at SACON, warns that overfeeding pigeons,
which artificially boosts their population, poses a threat to both their natural habitat and
the human population.

yaAYE, ST SACON # wepfer RYatr & waga oft €, Aarastt 3 § o et 1 3rftres @, st
FIA T F 371 TAUEAT F1 TGI8, 379 P Tae are w1t 3R aAre sterwean & faw

AT YT FIAT R

While he advises authorities on best practices to mitigate bird-aircraft collisions, he
emphasizes that the most effective way for the public to keep pigeons away is to stop
feeding them.

Safh a8 9aft-RAT e A F7 F & v st wr aafas st © g §
6 IE AR & § 16 Faal 1 g TG FT FIW FHTA TOHRT STt & AT 35 [@etter aa FTem
?l

The Protein Bridge
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Back on the Mussalam Jung Bridge, rodents also emerge from the crevices of the old
structure to nibble on the grain scattered for pigeons.

HECH ST Jel I, T #HT IX4 @T oh EGIRT A FER 37T & 3R P & fow fow g 3rarst
T FARA G|

Built between 1894 and 1901, the bridge was inaugurated by the then Nizam, who
described it as “a handsome and useful structure.”

1894 3{IX 1901 & S &= $H oI T SCHTC e & fo¥oiTe caRT foham a1 o, fSeglel 38 "Teh
e 3R 3l ST & w9 7 aftta R
Now colloquially referred to as the ‘Muslim Bridge’, the 250-metre stretch, overlooking

the Telangana High Court and towers above the Musi River, serves as a carpet of
multigrains for pigeons and a mosaic of leftovers for rodents.

319 58 HAIT: "HEAH Gol' o & H AT STl 8, 250 HIEI ol Tg el ST o311 3T
ST & IR IR FH G F IR AT, FIN & AT 5g- 377757 7 Toh FHrellot 3R g1 &
ﬁvaﬁg&rmwwma:mﬁmmﬁ

“Who will feed them if we don’t? It is the doctors that are spreading diseases by just
controlling them and not eradicating, and not these pigeons. Only Ayurveda can
eradicate diseases,” argues a middle-aged man in a silk dhoti and photochromic glasses on the
bridge.

“3IR EH 16T AT dl 3o¢ hioT [GATUIT? TG Siae & oIl 3eg (AT T3l dleh I ASC AT
heh SATIRAT thell ¢ 8, 71 Toh I he[dX | el ITgle; NATRT T THTCT FX Hehell 8, Tol T
Teh THT ST 3R I {&eh TRAT Uga) Ueh HETH T T chiehcl coeh T o |
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e The Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation Act, 1955, provides for “destruction
of vermin, birds or animals causing danger or nuisance, and confinement or destruction
of stray dogs.”

e FeTeTe AR f9rH FfAFTH, 1955, “affia, aferan A1 ATAaT & ST &7 TTaened T &
S G AT TR YeT e €, 3R TR et bt SéTen<or AT farer|”

e However, activists note that the GHMC’s campaign concerning pigeons has not been
sustainable.

gTeTiTeh, I3 T &getl & foh STTTTHA T Rl o Haer H TR TUrRA G W@ 2 |

e One notable effort involved trapping around 500 pigeons from the Moazzam Jahi
Market in 2019 and releasing them into Srisailam Forest.

Teh ool Waild YATH #2019 F AI3TSTH SITET ST U ofaTe7eT 500 el Sl Tehsell 3R 3o¢
AT CTH T H BIST ATTA AT

e The market, due to its heritage value, was declared a no-feeding zone and underwent
renovation at a cost of ¥15 crore.

TSI, S TaRIE Hed & HROT, Al-HITST SiteT Blf¥e fanam a3 3R 215 905 6 oo &
AdVeTehYoT foham I |

e The Pigeon Welfare Association of Hyderabad, located in Koti, is another case in point.
HIEY 3 U LG FIAR FeAT0T HE, T AR 3EROTE |
e Established in 1941, the Kimtee Prem Tower kabutarkhaana, maintained by the

traders of Sultan Bazaar in their residential community park, had been home to thousands of
pigeons.

1941 F T, foheEl U e’ ST, GeldloT ST o SATITRAT SaRT 39eT AT
FIHCTRA UTeh H ST TG 91T AT, §TRT hecR1 T &R AT|

e However, this once grain-laden park has recently begun to show green patches of
grass, and the tower remains sealed with plastic sheet.

gTeliTeh, TE Teh IR 37eTToT I oIeT UTeh 81T & & °1H & &YX e e@rey o1om &, 3K @fa¥ canfees
A A A DAL

e The association decided to shut it in early 2023 after its members reported breathing
difficulties, with a few diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis.

T 1 2023 Y Y3 H 5 ¢ e 1 AT ForT, ST 38 HEHAT o 6 oot 7 hfdeArs
RatE o, Toraa Fo STl 1 BohsT & BITad & &9 & feiere faar arar|

e Meanwhile, on the ‘Muslim Bridge’, toddlers are left to roam like in a park while their
grandparents teach them how to feed pigeons.

58 &1, ‘AIEAHA Yol I, BIS F<eii 1 UTeh 1 ol G o Toiv o3 f&am a1 § siafes a7
ARG S T MK ORTERIGINEECI RS
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e Young couples take advantage of the picturesque setting for pre-wedding photos, bird
lovers irrespective of religion empty bags of grain for the birds, and vendors hustle for
qguick sales.

T 3T, TR TATeT 7 17 33T g N-ATST el o e, eraf o srasig qady I aferat &
forT 31ATST & el Wrell A &, 3R TashdT STe< foshr & fav gsas Fid & |

e Overhead, the well-fed pigeons perch on the dozen electric lines and cables
crisscrossing the sky, resembling festive bunting of their own.

FIR, 3TS V WIT T FHIR Gotll [aTell T TSl AR Haell R §S § S 3HATT # fhaspia
P TE &, S 37l TGe; T AR T Feirae T A ool & |

English From the Hindu
Ornithology: 3Tfa" ATeIfST : noun

the study of birds

9TeIdT T dATfeleh eI, gaf-faareT

Roosting site:

e A rroosting site is a place where birds or bats gather to rest
or sleep, often during the night or in the evening.

e These sites can be trees, cliffs, caves, buildings, or other
sheltered areas that provide safety and comfort.

o fETI TYTag TAT BT & STal uely AT THIMES 3TRTH et AT
Tlet & T ShcaT gld &, [ &9 & Id & I1 ATH |

o ATU IS, T, AWV, SARC AT 31+ TR 877 &1 Fhel &,
i 3¢ FR&T 3R 3TRTH Te&Tel X B |

Crevice: '&fa® : noun

a narrow crack in a rock, wall, etc.

IeTe, GIaR ATfE 7 Hedl eXR
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Rodents:

"Rodents" are small mammals characterized
by continuously growing front teeth, which
they use for gnawing. Common examples
include rats, mice, squirrels, and beavers.

Chinchilla Chinchilla rat Viscacha

In Hindi, rodents I "&ide" &g SITdT &, ST 04
BIE TATURY 81 & ToieTeh I & &id oPdR
TG 16l 8, Toles I eitet 3 foTT SEHAT &l

% I Dassie rat Degurat

New World Nutria
porcupine

MOsaIC AI'SS%: noun

a picture or pattern that is made by placing
together small coloured stones, pieces of glass,

etc. old World
porcupine

Pacarana

BN et TeUR, hie & TohsT ol STATHY S=Tra
1T ot 21 e, e o aof Asem aedierll, A < .
J:néa; American

Tuco tuco Cotton rat
harvest mouse

Musi River

e oy

o The Musi River, historically called the Muchukunda River, is an important watercourse in the
southern Indian state of Telangana.

e a7, o UfgTiies §0 & AYEHST ALY T ST 8, STAIUN AT U AW H Teh Hgea o

STTURT & |
e Origins and Naming: The Musi River is believed to have derived its name from Muchukunda, a
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character from Hindu mythology.

3cUl 3 ATHSROT: FE ALY T ATH FAGFHT I [eholl &, S g TRIfOr Fegm 61 van a7 B
Connection to Hyderabad: The river gained prominence when the city of Hyderabad was founded
on its banks in 1591 by Sultan Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah, the fifth Sultan of the Qutb Shahi
dynasty.

8T A HET: Ag AET 9 THY g3 17 1591  FeraleT Hewae Feit FId AT 2Rl $Hh e T
RERTTE TG T FATIAT T 373, ST Fegar fE Fer 7 qrerdi Ferellet AT

Length: Approximately 240 km.

TS SIITSTaT 240 foradt|

Catchment Area: The river has a catchment area of around 11,200 square kilometers.
STCTIIEUT &13: S 1GT T STIIGUT &1F ST9TeTaT 11,200 9T fFreltaiex 81

Tributaries: Its major tributaries include the Esi, Dindi, and Paleru rivers.

T AT ST T Herae Afear 6y, e, 3R et fear &1

Confluence: The Musi River meets the Krishna River in the Nalgonda district of Telangana.
T T TEY e 5 areranien Foret 3 grvom awd & el &

Over time, its banks have seen the rise of various structures, such as the High Court of
Telangana and Makkah Masjid, which are historical landmarks.

HHY & A, T8 AR R Aot TIAATHT T 38 G &, S o Qe 3o =amarerd 31K
HFFT ATESIE, 5 UTaeias e &

Economically, the river's pollution levels have discouraged traditional fishing and agricultural
activities, with local communities facing water scarcity issues.

31T TS @, 8T T Tqwor FaX & IRURE ATl Tahsa 3R HY arfafafer r gdicarfed fHar g,
S8 T FHEAT T ST WHE hT FHEATIHT T HHAT AT I3 BT 8|

Srisailam Forest

NATH aT: AT ITAIFT

The Srisailam Forest, also known as the Nallamala Forest, is a significant forest area in
southern India that spans the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

M a1, [ TearATar g 1 g7 SA1ar &, SR AR # Teh Agcayqul aef &1 § ST 3y waer 3
ST T 3 el g3 B

Srisailam is also renowned for its religious significance, hosting the famous Srisailam
Mallikarjuna Temple, one of the twelve Jyotirlingas.

AT 310 e aTgera 35 T 3 e ¥, Fve iy shtor st AR R &, S
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IRE SAfaRfae F A U &

e Location: The Srisailam Forest is located within the Nallamala Hills, a part of the Eastern Ghats
in the Kurnool and Prakasam districts of Andhra Pradesh and extending into the Nalgonda
and Mahbubnagar districts of Telangana.

TUT: A ToT ACATATET TIN5 X e &, S ey werer  Feqer 3N warwer el &7 v
feeam & AR e & sreriisT 3N FAgqEerIR el & her g3 8|
e Flora: The forest has a mix of tropical dry deciduous and moist deciduous vegetation,

comprising species like Teak, Rosewood, Bamboo, and medicinal plants. The unique mix of
flora supports an array of wildlife and maintains ecological balance in the region.

qeTEdfcT: 38 g # 3o featir gEt qotaret 3R o gotardY aereqtaat &1 @sor g, fSee anrEm,
AT & 93, arw, 31 sitweirr st SR gt enfarer €1 aeTeataT @ O reTeT AT deshar T
fafarerar s gAY e § 3R &1 & aIR eI delet S0 T@ar 2|

e Fauna: The Srisailam Forest is home to a wide range of wildlife, including Indian tigers,
leopards, sloth bears, Indian giant squirrels, and various bird species.

SHa-Siq: Aerd gl H [T YR & Fogsila fFare ad &, o1 el amer, <, Fater ammey,
AR frener frere AT, 311 3 aferat & yenfaar anfae &

e The forest is part of the Srisailam-Nagarjunsagar Tiger Reserve, India’s largest tiger reserve by
area, covering around 3,700 square kilometers.

Ig Il AATH-ARTGAARR AT IHHARTY HT G &, ST STl o AT & T T Fardy a7 a1
3TTARUY §, ST ST 3,700 9 foheitafeq &1 the g3m &1
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